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Here are programme guidelines to 
help you to judge which bits of the 
programme will help your family 
have the very best experiences. 
These guidelines might be especially 
useful if members of your family 
have specific access needs.

MAKE SOME NOISE            
Let loose and raise the roof

PARTICIPATE            
Get stuck in and take part

QUIET CORNERS              
Away from the hustle and bustle

SIT BACK & RELAX           
No effort or participation

SENSORY SPECTACLE            
Very visual, nicely noisy

TACTILE            
For hands on explorers

Every family is different, so although 
we have indicated guidelines, these 
are flexible, and we’re happy for 
you to judge which activities your 
children will enjoy most. The 
only exceptions are activities in 
Peekaboo, which have been designed 
especially for the very young.

Any programme changes will 
be written up on the programme 
change board by the Information 
Tent and on the blackboard at the 
entrance to the area where the 
performance/activity has changed. 
If you’re heading for something 
specific in a further flung area 
(Roll Up Roll Up, Footlights), it’s 
worth swinging by the programme 
change board first.

Please be aware that, although 
we try as hard as we can to stick 
to the timings in the programme, 
the nature of a festival means that 
timings can slip, and some flexibility 
will be needed. Some of the best 
experiences can be the ones you 
chance upon.

Most activities do not need to 
be booked, just turn up at the start 
or drop in, depending on what it 
is. A few workshops do need to 
be booked, this is specified in the 
programme. To book a workshop 
you need to go to the area where 
the workshop is being held and book 
with our lovely area stewards. You 
can book from 9am for morning 
sessions and 12pm for afternoon 
sessions each day.

10 years ago we had an idea to set up a festival that was all about 
spending time playing, singing and dancing under the stars, in 

amongst the trees, with our families and other like minded people.  
Naively we attempted to turn the idea into reality and that it 

happened at all was fairly amazing, but that it became what it 
is today feels completely incredible. We’re pinching ourselves as 
we write. This beautiful adventure has a momentum of its own, 

gathered along the way. It has swept up and brought along with it 
the most amazing audience, performers, staff and volunteers, with 

such brilliant imaginations and endless enthusiasms that there 
seems to be no stopping it. 

We wish we could show the Rowan & Sarah of 2009 what would 
happen over the ensuing 10 years, the other festivals we’d set up, 
the woods, treehouse and farmhouse we’d work from, the joy on 
our faces attending Just So Festival in Brazil, the resignation on 
our faces at yet another rainy weather forecast for Just So UK. 

But here we are 10 years on with thousands of you joining us for a 
weekend of mischief and mayhem, to take a step out of your day 

to day lives and into a wonderland of creativity. And what a world 
we have waiting for you, from travelling bathtubs to giant games, 
woodland discos, to strong ladies and tea dances, it’s blooming 

packed to the rafters with incredible stories and adventures 
waiting to happen. 

As a wonderful storyteller once told us ‘If you want to live forever 
just tell someone a story, you are immortal’. So gather your tribe 

and enjoy your Just So Festival 2019 story. 

—

Rowan & Sarah
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CIRCE’S DINER
Friday 16.30
Dedicated to self-penned, honest, 
rootsy tunes, the music from 
the Diner touches base with 
Country, Americana, Folk and 
Pop traditions yet the presentation 
and lyrical content comments on 
modern life through wondrous 
tales of love, loss, friendship 
and tigers! Blending catchy 
hooks, infections melodies and 
dreamy harmonies these acoustic 
alchemists will take you on most 
intoxicating journey that will leave 
you feeling thoroughly charmed!

DAVID GIBB 
Friday 18.00
This marvellous troubadour 
is back to grace our Just So 
stage. The very finest musician 
for families around, it wouldn’t 
be Just So without some vocal 
melodies from David Gibb.

OLD BABY MACKEREL
Friday 19.30
Rootin’ tootin’ Bluegrass! Old Baby 
Mackerel play fast, knee-slapping 
bluegrass, mixing blistering 
solos, harmonies and raucous, 
over-the-top hillbilly antics that 
make you “yee-haw” harder than 
a nine pound hammer. Good old 
fashioned songs about whisky, 
murder, and railroads played at 
a 500 BPM with harmonies that 
make the Beach Boys sound like 
Eric Cartman.

THE DESTROYERS
Friday 21.00
A 13 piece ensemble with all the 
energy of a thousand animals. 
Just So is proud to welcome The 
Destroyers to play at the 10th 
birthday bash. This is Balkan-
gypsy, Latin-infused sound 
like you’ve never heard. The 
Destroyers’ music is frantic and 
brooding, perfect as the sun sets 
behind our Footlights stage. Save 
your energy – you’ll want to bring 
your A-game as we dance the 
night away!

THINGUMABOB & THE 
THINGUMAJIGS
Saturday 10.00
They don’t play moody 
experimental stuff or virtuoso 
self-indulgent technical music;  
but great sing-along stuff. The 
music is a blend of pop, funk, 
ska, folk, reggae, soul, rock and 
everything in between.

THE RETROSETTES
Saturday 12.00
The Retrosettes will be bringing their 
eclectic style of 50s rock n roll, 60s pop, 
and modern soul and folk, to the Footlights 
stage this year. Their music has shared 
the silver screen with the likes of Michael 
Caine, Karvey & Jane Fonda and they have 
shared a stage with stars such as Simply 
Red. We can’t wait to be toe-tapping and 
shimmying to their wonderful tones.

HALLÉ  CHILDREN’S CHOIR
HOW THE LEOPARD GOT HIS SPOTS
Saturday 14.00
Lin Marsh’s wonderful adaptation of 
Rudyard Kiplings beloved Just So story 
provides vivid descriptions and cheeky 
melodies that inspire excitement, tension 
and joy for all the family. The story follows 
the Leopard and his friend, the Ethiopian 
as their prey disappears from the sandy 
plains of the High Veldt into the forest. 
The hunters are mystified by the changing 
appearances of the zebras, giraffes and 
other creatures who adopt splotches and 
stripes to disguise themselves in their new 
shadowy home. They eventually follow suit: 
the Ethiopian paints his skin black and 
then adds patterns to the leopard’s sandy 
coat, both now perfect for their new home. 

THE BAGHDADDIES
Saturday 16.00
Balkan fusion, Caribbean grooves, Middle 
Eastern rhythms and even some Geordie 
[native Newcastle] touches, all awash 
with influences such as ska, jazz, punk 
and metal, delivered with theatre and 
exuberance. Uplifting and infectiously 
danceable, full of blistering brass, rousing 
5 part vocal harmonies and a rhythm 
section that you can’t keep still to.

HARRY BIRD &  
THE RUBBER WELLIES
Saturday 18.00
Original, entertaining and thought 
provoking, the Rubber Wellies are a folk 
collective skippered by singer-songwriter 
Harry Bird, multi-instrumentalist 
Christophe Capewell and fiddler/vocalist 
Kitty Theodore. Their musical style is an 
international mash-up of sea shanties, 
mexican rancheras, bossa nova, reggae, 
old time and swing.

MR. TEA & THE MINIONS
Saturday 19.30
Originally a dictatorship formed by 
the cunning Mr Tea, the Minions have 
since overthrown him and their chaos 
has brought forth a musical democracy 
where cheekiness, fun and a love for the 
music bind the band together into one 
massive colourful explosion! They’re 
on a mission to ignite crazy dancing by 
audiences everywhere, with their brand 
of Gypsy flavoured party music!

KABANTU
Saturday 21.30
Kabantu is a quintet from Manchester 
featuring strings, guitar, vocals and 
percussion, who create new marriages of 
music from around the globe, to celebrate 
the space where different cultures meet. 
Vocal harmonies from South Africa 
coalesce with everything from Celtic reels 
to Brazilian samba and beyond.
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OCEAN STATE
Sunday 10.00
Cornish alternative-indie-folk-blues-rock 
band, The Ocean State, make their debut 
at Just So’s 10th year.

BISCUITHEAD &  
THE BISCUIT BADGERS
Sunday 12.00
Just So favourites Biscuithead and the 
Biscuit Badgers are back with a bang in 
2019! On which side does a camel part 
it’s hair?  When is Austria?  Does cheese 
affect my credit rating? All these questions 
can be answered by these anarchic 
troubadours. This band is riotously odd; 
jolly and engaging but peculiar too. 
There’s a calypso about land hermit crabs, 
a celebration of David Attenborough, a 
lament at the passing of dinosaurs. Have 
a listen, they might cure you.

JOHN HEGLEY
Sunday 14.00
We’re so thrilled to be welcoming John 
Hegley back to the Footlights stage for our 
10th birthday. Poet, comic, singer, ukulele 
player and glasses-wearer, John Hegley 
has produced material about dog hair, 
potatoes and handkerchiefs. Join him at 
Footlights for a show for language-lovers.

THE WHISKEY REBELLION
Sunday 16.00
From swinging sea-shanties, uptempo 
gypsy jams, crazy Balkan polkas, soulful 
Celtic folk medleys, all the way to 
blasting punk mashups and hard 
rocking power ballads, The 
Whiskey Rebellion make it 
a matter of pride to pack 
as much charisma and 
passion as they can 
into each and every 
performance.

OLD MAN LUEDECKE
Sunday 18.00
Folk and roots fans rejoice! Hailing all 
the way from Canada, singer-songwriter 
Old Man Luedecke is winging his way 
to our Footlights stage this summer 
Old Man Luedecke is the recording 
and performing name of multiple 
award-winning, Canadian roots singer-
songwriter Christopher Luedecke.A much 
loved live performer, his storytelling art, 
song craft and comic timing, engage 
and thrill an audience with his weirdly  
wordy ways.

ZONG ZING ALLSTARS
Sunday 20.45
Prepare yourselves, Zong Zing Allstars are 
back! After rocking Just So last summer 
they’re bringing the London African 
Underground to our Footlights stage once 
more. A 9-piece band, Zong Zing Allstars 
play a type of uplifting dance music called 
‘Cavacha’ which characterises many forms 
of Central African music. There’s soaring 
vocal harmonies, thrilling percussion and 
serene guitar picking – the result of which 
is highly danceable music. And we 
mean seriously danceable!

TRIBAL SHENANIGANS
Friday 19.00
— At the Village Green
Join the tribal leaders on the Village 
Green for a whole load of mischief 
and tomfoolery, you’ll spot them, 
based by the magnificent scoreboard 
and the Tribal Tournament stage. 
Find out what’s on when, on 
blackboards by the stage.

MEET THE  
TRIBAL LEADERS
Friday 15.00
Sat & Sun 11.00
— At the Village Green
Our Tribal Tournament just wouldn’t 
be the same without the most 
incredible Tribal Leaders. The Bee, 
Fox, Frog, Owl, Fish, Stag and Lion 
tribes will compete in ridiculous 
games, challenges and all manner 
of unexpected shenanigans to earn 
golden pebbles and be crowned 
the winning tribe of 2019. 
Let the tournament 
commence!

WILD RUMPUS PARADE
Sunday, begins at 19.30
Find your tribe on festival Sunday 
and round off the festival in style. 
Get in your costumes, bang your 
drum and let the wild rumpus start! 
The parade ends with the crowning 
of the winners...

For meeting places, see the list 
below:
Fish High Seas
Lions Village Green
Foxes Flamingo Lounge
Owls Spellbound Forest campfire
Bees Peekaboo
Stags The Ministry of Games
Frogs  Wonderland

TRIBAL TOURNAMENT
Sunday 20.15
— At Footlights
Who will be victorious in this year’s 
Tribal Tournament? Will the Fish 
retain their 2018 title? Will the 
owls snatch glory back into their 
feathered grasp? Will the dark 
horses (or y’know, stags) sneak 
up and surprise us all? Or will it 
be team bee that buzz their way 
to victory? Festival families, pick 
from owls, foxes, frogs, stags, 

lions, fish or bees, and bring your 
tribal allegiance to Just So.
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MY HOUSE
APOCALYPTIC CIRCUS
Friday 15.00, 17.15
Saturday & Sunday 13.15, 17.15
Welcome to “My House”! Come close and 
look in through the enticing doors and 
windows. If you are patient enough you 
might find out who lives here! “My House” 
is a circus theatre experience for little 
people and their families. This magical, 
quirky structure, invites people to come 
close and almost become part of the 
performance. The show exploring, in a 
playful way, what habits and routines we 
create to feel at home and how we must 
compromise to live alongside others. After 
the show everyone is welcome to explore 
and play in the structure.

LIFTED
MIMBRE 
Saturday & Sunday 11.30, 15.30
For summer 2019, Mimbre are creating 
a brand new outdoor, acrobatic theatre 
show, collaborating with three new 
choreographers to mix their 
trademark acrobalance 
movement and techniques 
with new styles. Lifted is a 
choreographic indulgence 
that celebrates and explores 
the expressions and 
impressions that appear 
when three strong women 
move, lift and balance each 
other.

STRONG LADY
CHARMAINE CHILDS 
Friday 18.45 
Saturday & Sunday 12.45, 16.45
The world of the Strong Lady is filled with 
dazzling contrasts: muscle and grace, 
beauty and brute strength, lifting the 
hearts of the audience and… well… lifting 
the audience! A genuine strong woman, 
Betty Brawn presents an elegant array of 
feats-of-strength: she breaks things, lifts 
men overhead as if they were feathers and 
gives your laughing muscles a workout. 
You will walk away smiling from this 
wholehearted celebration of femininity 
and strength.

CLOWN ABOUT TOWN
HOCUS POCUS THEATRE
Friday 15.45 
Saturday & Sunday 10.45, 14.45, 18.45
A clown on the run, wanted for a crime 
she didn’t commit! In trying to prove her 
innocence, she finds that the silver lining 
is daring to be yourself in a world that’s 
trying to make you like everyone else. 
A joyous celebration of what it is to be 
human with slap-stick comedy, puppets 
and silly dancing.

CIRCUS SKILLS
CIRCUS HOUSE
Everyday until 19.30
Roll up, roll up, to learn all the skills and 
trickery you’d need to run away with the 
circus. From acrobatics and juggling 
to trapeze, you’ll be flying through the 
air with the greatest of ease in no time. 
Brought to you by the quite marvellous 
Circus House.

PILLOW FIGHT
Sunday 16.00
3…2…1…GO! Bring your pillows to Roll Up, 
Roll Up, ready for our LAST EVER pillow 
fight. Let’s keep the lovely Rode Hall clean 
this year – no feathers please.
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GIANT BALLOON SHOW
DIZZY O’DARE
Friday 16.00
Saturday 10.00, 14.00
Sunday 11.00, 15.00
The Giant Balloon Show will have you in 
stitches and in awe simultaneously. Expect 
feverous balloon sculptures, high energy 
comic performance and of course the all 
important giant balloon! Take everything 
you know about balloons, twist that into 
a theatrical experience, add an award-
winning clown and an 80s soundtrack and 
you have The Giant Balloon Show! Catch 
them on the Woodland Stage as well.

SIRIN 
HOPE IS THE THING WITH FEATHERS
NEWTON’S LADDER
Friday 17.00
Saturday & Sunday 12.00, 16.00
A brave rigger woos a nesting bird 
(woman) with roses and during an aerial 
courtship their relationship of prey and 
predator changes. Drawn from the ancient 
myths of man falling in love with beautiful 
half-human creatures, this love story is 
an up-to-date expression of the innate 
human ambition to capture, possess and 
tame the extraordinary.

TOAST
PIF PAF THEATRE
Every evening from 19.00
A gentle magical world of stories, songs, 
and tiny morsels of fresh celebration 
breads. Join Pif-Paf in these long and 
very special evenings at Just So, help us 
build our almanac of experiences and 
let us make you feel special, if just for 
a moment, as we do it. Be part of it as 
its multi-talented inhabitants and very 
special surprises come to charming life.

VESPAQUA
SWOOLISH GARAGE
Friday 14.00, 16.45
Saturday & Sunday 10.30, 14.00
Vespaqua is the world’s smallest, but most 
exciting bathhouse – because it’s mobile! 
Up to three minty green bathtubs, being 
towed around by a 1966 Vespa Ape, will 
provide bathers with the most relaxing, 
yet thrilling dip they will ever encounter. 
Candidates simply register at the Vespaqua 
bathing station, change into one of the 
funky swimsuits provided and step into 
a hot bath on wheels straight after. Let 
yourself be driven around the beautiful 
Just So site with the wind in your hair 
and the sun on your face. Vespaqua – a 
theatrical wellness experience for both the 
young and the old.

BOUDICCA
THE WHEELABOUTS
Friday 16.00, 18.45
Saturday 09.30, 13.00, 18.00
Sunday 09.30, 13.00, 17.00
Amassing her army of Celts and marking 
their faces with Woad, Boudicca’s chariot 
and horse tear off across the countryside 
looking for Romans to pick on and ‘punish’! 
Part puppetry, part sculpture and part 
performance, Boudicca will be an exciting 
gallop with silly audience participation 
and plenty of comic improvisation. Watch 
out Romans...

ADRIFT
KAPOW DANCE THEATRE
Saturday & Sunday 13.00, 17.00
Adrift tells the story of two women lost 
at sea on a moving wooden raft. In this 
journey across oceans, we witness the 
danger, courage and struggles of the 
characters as they battle the odds and 
learn to live together in this small and 
unpredictable landscape. Performed in 
the round, using dance, physical theatre 
and circus, Kapow has captured a risky, 
exciting and dynamic journey, mixed 
with a sensitivity and uncertainty which 
can be understood by many. 
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BUBBLE HOUR
Friday 14.00
Saturday & Sunday 09.00, 16.00
Who doesn’t love a bubble? Or a million 
bubbles for that matter. Bubbles big and 
little will be floating and popping and 
doing whatever else bubbles do. Thanks 
to Fairyglass.

THE GREAT JUST SO SPORTS DAY
Sunday 13.00
From the tribal tug of war, to the hotly 
contested mums race, the Just So 
traditional sports day is just the thing for 
the wildly competitive amongst you.

TRIBAL MASK MAKING
WINTERCROFT
Sunday 09.00, 10.45, 13.15, 15.00, 16.45
Wintercroft is a family-run design 
company known for helping people 
make fantastical animal masks from 
sustainable materials. In preparation for 
Just So this year, Wintercroft have created 
seven incredible new masks for the Tribal 
Tournament. Get involved by helping your 
kids build their favourite animal and 
represent your tribe. Parents and children 
are all welcome, from beginners to crafty 
crafters and the Wintercrofts will be in 
the workshops helping along the way.  
These are guided sessions so you know 
exactly what to cut and stick. Sessions run 
throughout the day but make sure you turn 
up at the start time.

LANTERN MAKING
Friday until 20.00
Saturday until 16.00
Come and create your own beautiful 
lantern from willow and paper, ready to 
join our annual Lantern Parade.

LANTERN PARADE
Lantern pick-up - Saturday from 20.00
Parade - Saturday 20.45
Guaranteed to bring tears to the eyes of 
festival directors, and prepare to light 
up the woods as you wind through the 
trees of Rode, towards Footlights, led 
by the brilliant Ghost Caribou and The 
Baghdaddies! Collect your lanterns  early 
from 20.00 and return ready for the 
parade at 20.45.

WELEDA @ THE VILLAGE GREEN
Everyday, through the day
Visit the Weleda ‘Nice Cream Van’ and  
Treatment Shed to discover more about 
the amazing properties and powers 
of our native plants. Join the team 
to sample Weleda’s pure and 100% 
certified natural products and indulge 
in a complimentary Skin Food hand 
massage.

Weleda are delighted to announce the 
launch of three new products, expanding 
the Skin Food line-up: Skin Food Light, 
Skin Food Lip Balm and Skin Food Body 
Butter. Take advantage of their festival 
offers. You’re about to fall in love with 
Weleda Skin Food all over again!

PROP FACE
Everyday, through the day
A photo opportunity with a difference, go 
incognito behind a faceful of mad and 
marvellous props, our prop-face cart will 
be loaded with an eccentric collection 
to choose from, with our unglamorous 
assistants on hand to help.

MAYPOLE DANCING
Friday 15.00
Saturday & Sunday —
11.00 for under 6s
15.00 for ages 6+
We’ll be weaving our way in and out and 
round and round the Maypole as we take 
our ribbons and create some beautiful 
patterns. With thanks to Claire Butler, 
from Maypole Movers.
 

HAIR IN A HANDCART
Everyday, through the day
Visit our curious, pop-up stylists for a 
sylvan transformation. Expect to emerge 
with hair entwined with twigs and 
pinecones, truly at one with the forest. 
Like you’ve been dragged through a hedge 
backwards? Maybe, but in the best possible 
way...

THE DREAM ANTELOPES
Everyday, throughout the day
Could they be real, or conjured up by the 
magic of Just So? Keep your eyes peeled for 
the noble antelopes roaming the site. They 
may seem aloof, but they’re just a little shy.

Every evening, 21.00 – 23.30
See Just So Festival in a new light. 
As the sun sets, the new orchard 
near the Social will become 
illuminated with an incredible 
installation of metal and fire. 
Small cauldrons suspended in 
wondrous patterns will guide your 
path through the orchard.
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HAMMER & CHISEL
Everyday, throughout the day
Wild play rules at Hammer & Chisel, 
our unique woodland playground. 
Under the supervision of our forest 
play experts, create your own world or 
add to ours using pallets, ladders and 
ropes, help us put together a myriad of 
walkways, dens and secret spaces. Pick 
up your tool of choice and get ready to 
build a timberland.

GIANT MARBLE RUN
Everyday, throughout the day
TwistingSpace bring their monumental 
wooden marble runs made out of culled 
rhododendron. Suspended between the 
trees of the Spellbound Forest, come and 
marvel at the prodigious carved channels 
as the marbles surge the woods.

CAMPFIRE STORIES
Friday 14.30, 17.00
Saturday & Sunday 10.00, 14.00
Our campfire would be a pretty sad and 
lonely place without the incredible Ian 
Douglas, storyteller to end all storytellers. 
Joined by some curious friends, stories 
will be woven through the wood smoke all 
weekend. Gather round for tall tales from 
the lands of Just So and beyond, welcome 
strange travellers and hear their stories. 
Joined as ever by fellow Just So veteran, the 
marvellous storytelling Dieter Wadeson 
and the sublime Gary Bridgens.

BAREFOOT WALK
Everyday throughout the day
Kick off your wellies and enjoy the sensory 
experience of squelching through the 
mud, tiptoeing across the stepping stones, 
soft grass cushioning your feet and sand 
slipping between your toes. Enjoy the 
textures as you connect with the world 
around you.

CLAY FACES
Friday 15.30, 16.00, 16.30, 17.00 
Saturday & Sunday: 
10.30, 11.00, 11.30, 12.00 
Join our friends from Barefoot Ceramics to 
make your mark on the forest by adorning 
a tree with a clay face. 

CAMPFIRE SONGS
Everyday 18.00
Join in with the most traditional of 
campfire singalongs. Ging Gang Goolie, 
anyone? Big thanks to Ian Mackintosh.

STORYTELLING & BONFIRE BANDS
Everyday from 19.00
Gather round the campfire as the night 
draws in, settle in for storytelling and get 
your toes ready for tapping as our bands 
play, the fire crackles, and we dance in the 
moonlit woods.

GHOST CARIBOU
Saturday 15.30, 22.30
Leading the Lantern Parade too
In Ghost Caribou, Thingumajig Theatre’s 
new night-time street act, giant illuminated 
creatures, part caribou, part spirit, roam 
a mystical world after dark, accompanied 
by a wild herdsperson. As they gather a 
crowd, they clear a space to perform their 
other-worldly ceremony. With music, song 
and shadow puppets they tell stories of lost 
homes, impossible migrations and seeds 
of hope before continuing the journey into 
their hauntingly beautiful dream-world of the 
night. Catch them in the Lantern Parade too.
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HURRAH FOR THE PIRATE KING
ABSOLUTE OPERA
Friday 16.00
Saturday 13.00
Sunday 15.00
Follow the Great Pirate King’s Adventures 
as he takes us on a Magical and Musical 
journey to find a treasure beyond Gold 
and Jewels. Mysterious places shall ye 
see – from Hushabye Mountain to Cat 
Island where the Queen of the Cats holds 
her Court. With her help, can he entice 
the legendary Unicorn of the Enchanted 
Forest to appear? Buckle yer Swash ye 
Land-Lubbers – experience Opera, Ballet 
and Art-Song in a fun way designed for 
children. Wrigglers, Wanderers, Singers 
and Dancers of all ages are encouraged 
to join our Scurvy Crew!

MORNING CARTOONS
Saturday & Sunday 07.00 - 09.00
If you’re an early riser, take your  breakfast 
to the Woodland Theatre, to catch some 
morning animations from some beloved 
television cartoons.

GIANT BALLOON SHOW
DIZZY O DARE
Saturday & Sunday 17.30
The Giant Balloon Show will have you in 
stitches and in awe simultaneously. Expect 
feverous balloon sculptures, high energy 
comic performance and of course the all 
important giant balloon! Take everything 
you know about balloons, twist that into 
a theatrical experience, add an award-
winning clown and an 80s soundtrack and 
you have The Giant Balloon Show! Also on 
the Village Green.

THE WORKSHY FOPS
Saturday 11.00
An electro-acoustic band playing an 
eclectic mix of British and American 
pop, country-rock, folk, blues and more. 
Guitars, harmonica and vocals combine 
for a musical road trip.

THE SCREECHING BLUEJAYS
Saturday 15.00
Well rock me mama like a wagon wheel, 
it’s The Screeching Bluejays, a latterday 
Carter Family consisting of a dad and his 
three daughters playing a toe-tapping set 
of folk and Americana classics.

DAVID GIBB
Sunday 13.00
Don’t forget to join David Gibb and 
friends in the Woodland Theatre on 
Sunday when he launches his brand new 
album “Rolling Down the Road”, right 
here at Just So. He’ll be playing songs 
from the new record and there’ll be a 
special guest appearance from the lovely 
Lucy Ward.

CIRCE’S DINER
Friday 18.00
Dedicated to self-penned, honest, rootsy 
tunes, the music from the Diner touches 
base with Country, Americana, Folk and 
Pop traditions yet the presentation and 
lyrical content comments on modern 
life through wondrous tales of love, loss, 
friendship and tigers!

INTERVIEW WITH JOHN HEGLEY
Sunday 11.30
Geoff Bird sits down with the beloved and 
scandalously talented John Hegley; poet, 
comedian, musician - and talks about the 
  curious things that go on in 
      his head.

Bring a blanket down the fairy lit path to 
hunker down under the stars. This year 
we’re presenting a selection of films that 
look at animation through the ages.

WALLACE & GROMIT
A GRAND DAY OUT
— Friday 21.00
Wallace and Gromit have run out of cheese 
and this provides an excellent excuse for the 
animated duo to take their holiday on the 
moon, where, as everyone knows, there is 
ample cheese. Marking the 50th anniversary 
since the Apollo 11 moon landing.
 
THE ADVENTURES OF 
PRINCE ACHMED
— Saturday 21.00
Hailed as the first feature-length animated 
film in the history of cinema, this captivating 
film by pioneering animator Lotte Reiniger 
tells the story of Prince Achmed’s magical 
adventures. With a beautiful live score from 
Chris Davies.

UP
— Sunday 21.00
Carl Fredricksen, a 78-year-old balloon 
salesman, is about to fulfill a lifelong dream. 
Tying thousands of balloons to his house, he 
flies away to the South American wilderness. 
But curmudgeonly Carl’s worst nightmare 
comes true when he discovers a little boy 
named Russell is a stowaway aboard the 
balloon-powered house. Marking its 10th 
anniversary since release, at Just So.
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INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
Saturday & Sunday 11.30, 13.30
Interactive Indian Head Massage “teach in” 
sessions.  Come along and learn a fantastic 
relaxation routine - giving and receiving a 
treatment. With Helen Nightingale.

FAMILY YOGA
Friday 17.00
Saturday & Sunday 09.30, 15.30
All the family are welcome for some 
bendy, stretchy fun as we spend some 
time breathing, stretching, laughing and 
moving together. With Lynne Evans and 
Irene Taylor.

CLOWNING WORKSHOP
HOCUS POCUS THEATRE
Friday 18.00
Saturday & Sunday 12.30
Emmet Kelly, Lou Jacobs, Glen Little. 
Become like some of the best clowns for 
the day in this workshop with Lucy Enskatt 
where exaggeration, mime and tripping 
over yourself are encouraged.

AYURVEDA
Saturday & Sunday 14.30
Come and learn about the five elements 
– space, air, fire, water and earth – and 
how all that you are, touch, feel and see, 
comes from them. Have fun massaging 
your own or your child’s feet with natural, 
grounding oils, while discovering how the 
moon, sun and wind not only affect the 
weather, but your own feelings too. With 
Eminé and Paul Rushton.

ROWING BOATS
Everyday, through the day
Venture out onto Rode Pool in a rowing 
boat. Our friends from Rudyard Lake will 
be bringing their beautiful wooden boats 
for the perfect Swallows and Amazons 
adventure. There will be a small donation 
for the hire of the boats.

UKE CHORUS
Friday 16.00
Saturday & Sunday 16.30
Create the most glorious of chorus with 
master of the ukulele, Gary Bridgens. You’ll 
be a regular George Formby in no time.

CARDBOARD HARPS
Saturday & Sunday 10.30
A fantastic opportunity to get hands on 
with the most magical of instruments – 
the harp!  Red strings, blue strings, high 
strings, low strings – learn a tune, show 
some style and remember to keep your 
thumbs up! With Mary Dunsford.
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ONE KID & THEIR DOG
MUFTI GAMES
— Static performances:
Friday 17.30
Saturday & Sunday 14.00, 17.30
— Walkabout performances:
Friday 15.00
Saturday & Sunday 11.00
Made for the silly sheep and straight-laced 
shepherd in all of us, with opportunities to 
join the lost flock and for young farmhands 
to take the reins, One Kid and their Dog 
provides a hilarious chance to play with 
playing-by-the-rules.

Sports day meets sheep trials in this 
physical, cooperative game for younger 
children and their families. One Kid and 
their Dog draws on age old traditions of 
playground and street games, encouraging 
people to play together in public spaces.  

One Kid and their Dog is suitable for 
D/deaf audiences through the use of non-
verbal language. Static shows are audio 
described by a commentator character. 

Note
Saturday and Sunday performances at 
14.00 are preceeded by a short touch 
tour, approximately 15 minutes before, 
to help you familiarise yourself with the 
set, the performers and anctipate the 
music and sounds of the performance. 
This is particularly useful for children 
and audience members who have specific 
access needs.

BIGGEST EVER PASS THE PARCEL
Saturday 15.00
Yes that’s right! You heard us, the biggest 
ever Pass the Parcel. We at Just So do 
nothing by halves – so bring the whole 
gang along to find out what lies at the 
centre of this giant paper package.

BOARD GAMES
ASMODEE
Everyday until 20.00
Roll the dice, choose your counter, deal 
the cards, pick your pieces and come and 
play some of the best board games ever 
with the team from Asmodee. Anyone for 
Bananagrams?

BEGINNER’S LUCK
GIANT GAMES
Everyday until 20.00
Step inside and try your hand at your 
favourite games, writ large. Dreamt up 
and brought to life by the Wild Rumpus 
artistic team, expect to become a human 
meeple in a giant game of Ludo, crush your 
opponent in our enormous, ridiculous 
game of Guess Who, and wrestle our 
gigantic tiddlywinks into submission. The 
game, as they say, is afoot.

EN MASSE MADNESS
MUFTI GAMES
Ages 4+
Join us for some of our favourite games 
but on a very BIG scale!

REVERSE MUSICAL STATUES
Friday 16.00
Saturday & Sunday 12.30, 16.30
You know how this one works. Music plays, 
you keep moving. Music stops, so do you, 
and don’t move a muscle. A referee will 
be searching with binoculars for those 
fidgety players.

GRAND GRANNIE’S FOOTSTEPS
Saturday 18.30
Grannie (are you sure that’s grannie?) has 
fallen sleep and you need to creep up on 
her. Well, you, and a load of other people 
too. But she keeps waking up so be sure 
to be as still as you can when she wakes.

LONG TERM TAG 
Throughout the weekend
An old classic, but this time… it lasts the 
entire festival! ‘IT’ will be wearing a special 
hat, you’ll know when you see it, if you get 
caught, it’s your turn to catch some one. 
Think you can watch your back for three 
days straight?
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LA GRENOUILLE BLEUE
— Under 18 months
Friday 16.30
Saturday & Sunday 17.00
— Over 18 Months
Friday 17.00
Saturday & Sunday 17.30
A great introduction to French with a native 
speaker. The class is fun and interactive, using 
stories and songs to get children involved. 
Early exposure to another language brings 
many benefits and can help your child to 
exercise their brain, and boost their academic 
skills.

BABY YOGA
Friday 14.30
Saturday & Sunday 08.30
Bend, stretch and have lots of fun for you and 
your baby. Pick up some techniques to build 
confidence, soothe, calm and bond through 
yoga, movement, rhymes and songs. Babies 
from 8 weeks to sitting up. Thanks to Janice 
Wong.

RED HAND GANG
Friday 15.30
Saturday & Sunday 11.00
Come and create some brilliant hand print 
art. Get messy (or should we say very messy) 
and painty and splurge some art. With the 
wonderful Tiny Wild Fox.

BABY MASSAGE
Friday 17.30
Saturday 18.00
Come and indulge your little one in a spot of 
massage. Thanks to Katie Mills.

BABY BATH TIME
Friday 14.00 - 18.00
Saturday & Sunday 08.30 - 18.00
Everyday whilst the Peekaboo area is open, 
you’ll be able to come let your little’un soak 
and splash, for some quality Baby Bath Time.

HARP LULLABIES
Friday 18.30
Saturday 19.00
Sunday 18.00
Come enjoy a soothing serenade of harp 
lullabies to round off each day. With thanks 
to Mary Dunsford.

BABY SIGN LANGUAGE
Saturday & Sunday 10.00
TinyTalk Baby Signing teach you how to sign 
at home with your baby (0-18 months) so they 
can communicate with you before they can 
talk. They do this through fun songs and 
sensory activities, enabling you to spend some 
quality time with your baby while you learn 
something too. 

TODDLER SIGN LANGUAGE
Saturday & Sunday 10.30
In TinyTalks Toddler Talking classes (18 
months to 3 years) we teach signs while also 
encouraging the development of speech. 
We try and burn off some of that boundless 
energy with lots of active songs and activities, 
and most of all we have loads of fun.

ADVENTURE BABIES
Saturday & Sunday 09.00
Take your little one on a literary journey 
with this interactive story session 
from Joanne Mallaber; using sensory 
stimulating resources that develop, 
challenge and entertain little ones fine 
and gross motor skills. Filled with themed 
songs and exploration of messy play, to 
encourage imagination and a curious, 
inquiring mind. Don’t forget to bring a 
towel and a change of clothes for your 
little one and bear in mind you might get 
messy too! 

MY PET STAR
CORINNE AVERISS
Saturday & Sunday 14.15
Pop along to the Peekaboo Garden to hear 
author Corinne Averiss reading from her 
picture book, My Pet Star.

PREGNANCY YOGA
Saturday & Sunday 15.00
Take time out for some yogic pampering, 
to feel nurtured and nourished.  Learn 
some useful yogic tools to help you feel 
more comfortable and easeful during your 
time at the festival. Suitable from 14 weeks 
plus. Thanks to Janice Wong.

BABYWEARING DANCE CLASS
DANCE LIKE A MOTHER CIC
Saturday & Sunday 16.00
Babywearing Dance classes will be joining 
us again this year. Carriers can be provided 
and fitted by trained instructors and no 
experience of babywearing or dance 
needed. Expect lots of fun, laughter and 
sleepy baby cuddles. Suitable for babies 
from 8 weeks to 18 months.

OVER THE MOON
HURLY BURLY
Saturday & Sunday 13.00
Listen, sing and play with Hurly Burly, 
creators of Over the Moon – a first opera 
for little people. An interactive musical 
adventure that offers a calm, playful 
and creative first opera experience for 
babies and toddlers, weaving together 
gentle classical music with familiar 
nursery rhymes and games. Join the 
three live musicians for musical tickling, 
stretching, chomping and stamping as 
we journey together through the day: 
waking, eating, playing and sleeping. 
After the performance there is a play 
session for everyone to enjoy.
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BHANGRA TOTS
Saturday & Sunday 09.00
Join Sohan Kailey for this Bhangra dance 
and music session especially for little ones 
ones and their grown ups.

BOLLYWOOD DANCING
Saturday & Sunday 10.30
Get ready to feel the heat and move your 
feet to the Bollywood Beat! Learn the very 
best Bollywood moves with Sohan and 
Aruna Kailey from Aashiyana Arts.

CAPOEIRA
Friday 14.30
Saturday & Sunday 09.30
Brilliant Brazilian dance and martial art 
form Capoeira is a firm festival favourite. 
We’re over the moon to have it back in 
2019. We’re sure to master that back flip 
one of these days. With Rafael Braga.

CIRCUS SWING
Friday 15.00
Saturday & Sunday 16.30
An exciting new multi-art form dance that 
has sprung onto the dance scene and into 
the hearts of the Just So organisers. Learn 
how to swing dance with Stephen Sallinger 
from Swing Circus, with all the fun of the 
circus, including neat tricks and twists.

SILENT DISCO
OUR KIDS SOCIAL
Friday 16.00
Saturday & Sunday 11.30
Pick up a headset and choose your channel 
– will it be poptastic favourites or guilty 
pleasures? Bieber vs Bon Jovi, Beyonce vs 
Blur, Blondie vs Black Eyed Peas. Get down 
with the beats as we wake up and get our 
groove on. What better way to start the 
day with your family? We’ll be introducing 
the glittering wheel of chance. Every time 
the music stops, the wheel brings a dare, a 
task, a challenge for you to take on – will 
you succeed? We can’t wait to find out! 
See you on the dancefloor!

BOHEMIAN BOOGIE
Friday 17.00
Saturday 13.30
Sunday 14.30
Fancy yourself as Freddy 
Mercury? Don your 
bright, spangled leotard 
with white jeans and all 
the flair and panache 
you can muster, then 
get yourself down to 
Stephen Salinger’s 
workshop, where 
we’ll be dancing 
to all things Queen.

THINGUMABOB & 
THE THINGUMAJIGS
Friday 18.30
They don’t play moody experimental 
stuff or virtuoso self-indulgent technical 
music;  but great sing-along stuff, with 
great costumes to boot. A Just So favourite, 
catch them on Saturday at Footlights too.

RAGROOF PLAYERS’ TEA DANCE
Friday 20.00
The Ragroof Tea Dance is a fantastic 
potpourri of dancing delights, featuring 
a DJ playing authentic music from the 
1920s to 1950s, vintage costumes, glorious 
dance displays, and Mistress of the Dance 
Dorothy’s Shoes’ trademark gender-
neutral instant dance classes which will 
ease you onto the dancefloor and help you 
to skip the light fantastic. All welcome, 
beginners and experienced dancers alike. 
No dance partners needed, but dress to 
impress – we certainly will!

TAP DANCE WORKSHOP
SOLE REBEL TAP
Saturday & Sunday 15.30
Sole Rebel Tap welcomes all levels, ages 
and abilities to their workshop. Whether 
you’re a complete beginner or tap dance 
expert come and share the dance floor 
for this fun rhythm tap taster session 
combining tap, body percussion, rhythm 
and some shimsham!

THAT WAS THE WEEK FOR KIDS
JAMES CAMPBELL
Saturday & Sunday 12.30
A hilarious look at the week’s news from 
the perspective of children - interpreting 
what’s going on in the actual headlines 
and presenting other angles about issues 
particularly relevant to children such 
as education, the environment, the near 
extinction of lollipop ladies, tooth fairies 
and blummin’ everything else that’s been  
going on lately.

JAMES CAMPBELL
Saturday 17.30
A stand-up comedy show for children over 
5, their parents and anyone who likes 
comedy without the rude words. Hold 
onto your socks and enjoy the best comedy 
for kids from the man who invented it.  
James Campbell returns for Just So’s big 
10th birthday with his fantastical brand 
of funny.
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THE WEEK JUNIOR’S BIG DEBATE
Saturday 14.30
Come and test your skills of persuasive 
speaking as The Week Junior hosts a 
topical debate.

REMIX REELING
CUT A SHINE
Saturday 20.00
A Ceilidh but not as you know it.  Cut A 
Shine have taken a traditional Ceilidh and 
mashed it up with all the best beats and 
bass lines. Take your partner, and swing 
them round to this riotous madness. Cut 
A Shine are a London based troupe of 
traditional musicians, dynamic Ceilidh 
dancers and crazy callers determined 
to spread the word that the Hoe Down is 
a’happening.

RETRO DISCO
Saturday, 21.00
Ready to strut your stuff at the retro discos? 
Dressing up is, as always, encouraged! 
Helen Thompson will be taking to the 
decks on Saturday night, so bring your 
best moves.

FLATFOOTING WORKSHOP
Sunday 13.30
Flat footing is a style of improvised 
percussive dance from the Appalachian 
mountains in the South Eastern United 
State. Get-a-steppin’!

CUT A SHINE CEILIDH
Sunday 18.00
It wouldn’t be Just So without a thigh-
slapping foot-stomping show from those 
crazy cats at Cut A Shine. We’re delighted 
that Cut A Shine are back for their 10th 
year for a rip-roaring party like no other.

It is said that within the Just So Festival 
there is a secret garden, hidden from all 
who pass by it. This garden was once an 
open sanctuary for all, a safe haven for 
animals, humans, and even guardians to 
live together in harmony! To celebrate the 
10th anniversary of the Just So festivities, 
King Noble Lion has proclaimed the 
garden shall be reopened, for the Animals 
to return to the secret garden and invite 
the humans to join them!

The Fabularium return to Just So 
Festival to bring to life a brand new area 
that has never been opened to the public. 
The Garden of Delight is a beautiful 

intimate glade where you will have the 
chance to meet your favourite animal 
characters, see intimate puppetry, hear 
live music and songs, and experience a 
brand new trail!

Look for different letters near the 
woodland area of the Garden of Delight 
- decode the anagram and you’ll acquire 
the secret password to grant you access.

Friday 15.00
Saturday 10.00, 13.30
Sunday 10.00, 13.45

THE HARE  
& THE MOON
THE FABULARIUM
Friday 17.45
   Saturday 16.15, 19.30
        Sunday 12.45, 
 16.30
 

All is not well in the Tundra 
of Siberia when the Sun has 
disappeared from the sky! 
Plunged into darkness, 
the Arctic Animals band 
together to find and 
reclaim the Sun, but maybe 
the strongest and brutish of 
creatures are not the ones 
who are best for the job. 
Maybe someone with long 
ears that is faster, smarter, 
and more agile is required 
for the task…

Join The Fabularium 
Astronomers as they tell the 
tale of how Leapa the Arctic 
Hare, saved the realm from 
a villainous beast; a tale of 
a furry fearless female, who 
brought the light back to 
the day and also made the 
night sky glow!

The Fabularium are 
back, with a story all the 
way from Far East Asia! 
Expect to see new animal 
headpieces, new puppets, 
new original music, and 
for the first time ever - 
illuminations!
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WAVEMAKERS WORKSHOP
Everyday 15.00
Ages 4+
Have you got what it takes to programme 
and control your very own robot through 
a series of mazes? Programming and 
coding is an important skill for the future 
and here you will get to work in teams 
to programme, control and navigate a 
spherical robot.Limited capacity, please 
arrive early.

LET’S DRAW  
WITH MARC JACKSON
Everyday 16.00
Have some fantastic felt-pen fun, with 
cartoonist Marc Jackson as you learn the 
basics of creating comic book characters 
from scratch.

BIG DIGI-DANCEATHON
Friday 17.00
Saturday & Sunday 12.00
Pull on your dancing boots and come along 
for some interactive fun. Using your moves 
we’ll shape a huge ensemble (improvised!) 
performance that we’ll record and share 
back on a big screen for all to admire. But 
there’s more, using some digital magic 
we’ll see your best boogies in a way that 
you’ve never seen them before. Brought to 
you by Big Imaginations Festival.

JOURNALISM WORKSHOP
THE WEEK JUNIOR
Saturday & Sunday 10.00
If you’re interested in writing and 
journalism then this is the perfect place 
to get those creative juices flowing. They’ll 
share secret insights on how they write the 
magazine every week and reveal tricks of 
the trade to help you create your very own 
front cover and news article.

MIDNIGHT FEAST
Saturday 23.30
Expect this year’s Midnight Feast to be 
ever so curious. The finest Just So tradition 
taken on by the masters of story, wit and 
song – Ian Douglas, Gary Bridgens and 
Dieter Wadeson. Held at Midnight, start 
persuading the grown ups that you should 
be allowed to stay up round about now.

THE BIG 10TH BAKE OFF
Showcase on Friday 18.00.
Winner announced 19.30 at the 
Flamingo Lounge
A Just So tradition, you knock our socks 
off with the incredible array of cakes that 
you bring to the Just So Bake Off. When 
judging is over, your amazing bakes make 
their way over to the volunteer tent, to treat 
our incredible team.

AARDMAN MODEL MAKING 
WORKSHOP
Saturday & Sunday 11.00, 14.00, 17.00
Aardman Animations are giving you the 
chance to learn how to make your very 
own Aardman characters at these fun, 
hands-on clay modelling workshops. Led 
by one of their expert model makers, you’ll 
also get the opportunity to ask questions 
about the tricks of the trade from the 
Aardman studio. Be sure to grab yourself 
a space by pre-booking with our team at the 
New Curiosity Shop, at 9am for the morning 
session and at 12pm for both afternoon 
sessions.

THE BIG 10TH JUST SO QUIZ
Saturday 18.00
Join quiz master extraordinaire Geoff Bird 
as he takes you on a whistle stop tour of 
classic film, in a family quiz peppered 
with clips, quotes, music and nonsense. 
The prize? It’s an extra special one this 
year – a family weekend ticket for Just So 
Festival 2020.

JUST SO BOOK CLUB
Saturday & Sunday 13.00
— Ages 8-12
The wonderful travelling bookshop How 
Brave Is The Wren will be hosting the Just 
So Book Club. Any and all are welcome, 
but grab a copy of the book if you can and 
have a read.
 —
SATURDAY
- Wildwood  
by Colin Meloy & Carson Ellis
An enchanting tale of a warring world 
not too dis-similar to our own, minus the 
talking animals, the Government is in 
disarray, a dictator on the warpath and 
bandits just out to save themselves.. and 
this is only part one!
—
SUNDAY
- Beetle Boy  
by M.G. Leonard
Can a boy be best friends with a beetle?  
A darkly hilarious adventure full of 
exotic beetles, daring schemes, and true 
friendship.
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Our Wonderland programme was 
organised with the help of Jenny from 
the bookshop, How Brave Is The Wren. 
Visit her beautiful mobile bookshop over 
near the Village Green, to enjoy a gorgeous 
selections of reading material.
—

DANNY ENGLISH
Saturday 09.30
Sunday  12.00
The author of The Happiness Tree, Danny 
English, weaves magic, discovery and 
learning into stories and storytelling in 
a quest to reconnect people of all ages 
with nature.

SÈVES
Saturday & Sunday 13.15
Enjoy the astonishing skills of two body 
percussionists and harmony singers who 
make up SèveS, a duo from France that 
will captivate beneath the canopy of trees 
on our Wonderland stage. Nursery rhymes 
with a twist, rhythm’n folk songs in English 
and French.

MARGIT VAN DER ZWAN
Saturday 12.00 
Dutch illustrator, Margit van der Zwan, 
brings her beautiful book, Gordon & The 
Flying Piano, and shows us the power of 
stunning illustration in publishing.

TWO PARTS MISCHIEF
Friday 18.00
Geoff Bird will be doing a reading from 
the beautiful picture book.

ROB FLOWERS
Friday 16.30
That’s right, one of nation’s favourite 
illustrators, Rob Flowers, comes to Just 
So to talk about his book Festival Folk, 
an incredible illustrated atlas of carnival 
customs and costumes. All around the 
world there are little known local festivals, 
rooted in ancient pagan traditions. At the 
centre of these festivals are characters 
dressed in the most remarkable costumes 
imaginable. Rob Flowers shows how to tell 
other people’s stories through sumptuous 
pictures and words.

THE FAIRY QUEEN
Friday 15.00, 17.30
Saturday & Sunday 09.00, 12.30, 16.00 
Distinguished among woodland folk, and 
long a fan of the Just So Festival woodland. 
Come one and all to meet the Fairy Queen 
and tell her your secrets and wishes.

BLUES & SHOES
SOLE REBEL TAP
Saturday 10.45, 18.00
Sunday 10.45, 17.00
A duet performed by a musician/singer 
and tap dancer together combining their 
love for the blues, song, rhythm and tap 
dance. ‘Blues & Shoes’ tells stories though 
music, dance and theatre. An uplifting, 
family, tap along show suitable for all ages 
and audiences.

CELLO DUO
CUPID’S BOW
Saturday 14.30 
Sunday 15.45
Cupid’s Bow return for our 10th 
anniversary to soothe our ears with their 
wondrous double string set: Cello Duo. 
For neo-classical renditions of beloved 
songs, let Cupid’s Bow transport you in 
our hallowed grove of trees.

OPERA SINGING WORKSHOP
HURLY BURLY
Saturday 15.45
Sunday 09.30
— Ages 4+
Fill your chest with song and hit top note 
as Sarah Forbes of Hurly Burly teaches you 
breath and technique to really belt one out.

JANE KERR
Saturday 17.00
Jane Kerr comes to read from her book, 
The Great Animal Escapade – a tale of a 
former street thief turned zoo worker, who 
is wrongly accused of setting the animals 
free. He must clear his name - but how?

CATHERINE O’FLYNN
Sunday 14.30
Catherine O’Flynn, whose novel What 
Was Lost won the first novel prize at 
the Costa Book Awards 2008, joins us in 
Wonderland. Hear her read and discuss 
her first children’s book, Lori & Max, about 
two girls who want to be detectives. 

WOODLAND DJ
Sunday 21.00
Catch Sophie Sveinsson from Manchester’s 
Radio XS on Sunday night for some truly 
special selections. Expect big beats and 
giant grooves from LCD Sound System to 
Donna Summers.

WOODLAND LIBRARY
Everyday, through the day
Bring a book, or pick one up. Novels and 
non-fiction for all reading levels, our 
woodland library will be open all weekend 
for literary inspiration.
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From pasta to paella and croquettes 
to corn on the cob. Our tummies are 
rumbling just thinking about it.

V Vegetarian   Ve Vegan
GF Gluten Free   DF Dairy Free

Little Diner • V Ve GF DF
The Fish Bar
Diamond Dogs • V Ve GF
Streatza • V Ve DF
Las Pallaeras • V Ve GF
Arek’s Crepes
Tacoporium
Ginger’s • V Ve GF DF
Lickalix
Bird and Blend
Jabberwocky • V GF
Cake Doctor
Cotswold Corn Roast • 
V Ve GF DF
The Allotment • V Ve GF DF
Spaghetti Sisters
Corn Roast/Tin Shack
Calvert’s Kitchen
Weeel Frozen Yoghurt
Gordon’s Sweets
Little Flo
The Corner Shop

Proper Pizza Co • V Ve GF
Castaway Kitchen • V Ve GF DF
Kroket
Hyacinth’s V Ve GF DF
Little Espresso
Mixing Jug
Rode Hall Courtyard Kitchen

—
Bars
Tow Bar
Prosecco Pot
Wild Rumpus Bar
Dept. of Liqour 
& Social Affairs

You can grab merch items from the 
Information Tent and Merchandise 
stand located at Roll Up Roll Up — where 
you can also purchase a programme 
for £5.

Kids Tee £12
Kids Hoodie £25

Adult Tee £20
Adult Hoodie £30
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LOVE RODE HALL
We’re really happy in our 
home at Rode Hall Estate, we 
hope that we’ll be invited back 
for many years to come. Our 
aim is to leave no trace on 
the site and we’d be grateful 
if you would help us achieve 
this. This means putting 
your litter in the bin, and 
leaving your campsite just 
as you found it. Please take 
care not to wander into areas 
marked no entry and try not 
to disturb the wildlife on site.

PRACTICALITIES
First things first, if you are 
coming, you need to have 
booked in advance, and bring 
your tickets with you. There 
will be no tickets for sale at 
the gate so if you turn up 
without booking you will be 
turned away.

The car park will open 
at 12 noon on Friday 16th 
August so that campers can 
arrive and get set up early. 
Wristband exchange will also 
open at 12 noon. The gates 
into the festival will open at 
2pm. Please do not arrive 
any earlier than noon as we 
can’t let you in and you will 
be asked to move on, so could 
start your festival experience 
by driving round in circles 
while you wait! Campers 
are welcome to stay on site 
until 11am on Monday 19th 
August, but we do ask that you 
are packed up and ready to 

hit the road by then.
Day ticket holders are 

allowed to stay at the festival 
from 2pm on Friday and 
9am Saturday/Sunday until 
late (as long as they don’t stay 
over), 

Nobody is permitted to 
sleep in the car park, in 
a tent, car, campervan or 
caravan.

Campervans and caravans 
will be turned away unless 
you have booked a campervan 
or caravan spot directly with 
us in advance.

Please try to keep the 
number of vehicles you 
bring to the festival to a 
minimum and help to reduce 
the impact of the festival on 
the environment and local 
communities.

At this year’s Just So 
Festival we are committed to 
making the festival as green 
as possible and ask you all to 
consider your environment 
and the effect your travel 
has on it. If you need a lift 
to Just So 2019, check out 
GoCarShare.com to see if 
anyone in your area is going 
the same way too.

GETTING HERE
The address for the festival 
for everyone this year is 
Cricket Ground Entrance, 
Rode Hall Estate, Scholar 
Green, Cheshire, ST7 3QT.

ON ARRIVAL
Campsites open at 12 noon 
on Friday, and the main site 
opens at 2pm on Friday, 9am 
on Saturday and Sunday. 
Wristband exchange also 
opens at 12 noon on Friday, 
so head there early to avoid 
queuing!

On arrival our stewards 
will direct you to a parking 
spot. Your ticket entitles 
you to free parking for the 
duration of the festival. 
Vehicles are left at your own 
risk. If you require a disabled 
parking spot please let us 
know in advance.

There will be no vehicles 
allowed past the car park and 
into the festival site. Vehicle 
movement is prohibited on 
site throughout the festival, 
to keep all festival-goers, 
especially the small ones, 
safe.

The camping is around a 
5 minute walk from the car 
park. We can’t guarantee 
that there will be volunteers 
available to help you carry 
your camping gear from 
the car park to the tent so 
you should plan to do this 
yourself and only bring what 
you can reasonably manage.

TROLLEY HIRE
In attendance at Just So 
Festival this year will be a 
trolley hire service to help 
you carry all your kit from 
your car to where you decide 
to camp.

A hire point will be located 
in the car park, near the 
entrance to the campsites. 
This is where you can hire a 
trolley, load up and ease into 
the festival.

HAPPY CAMPERS
The camping is in the 
beautiful parkland of Rode 
Hall Estate, there are no 
allocated pitches, if you wish 
to camp with friends please 
try and arrive together or the 
first to arrive can head for the 
biggest space and save room 
for friends. There will not be 
enough room for gazebos and 
canopies, please be aware of 
your fellow campers needs 
too.

If families in tents want to 
camp with families in camper 
vans or caravans that’s fine 
they can go in the campervan 
or caravan field but please 
pitch your tents sensibly and 
keep an eye on your children 
in case of moving vehicles.

WRISTBANDS
Tickets will be exchanged for 
wristbands on arrival. Please 
visit the wristband exchange 
at the festival entrance 
before trying to enter the 
site. Wristband exchange 
will open at noon on Friday, 

so head there early to avoid 
queues at 2pm when the 
festival gates open. Parents, 
please write your mobile 
telephone number on your 
children’s wristbands straight 
away. There is good mobile 
phone coverage on site. Please 
keep your wristbands on for 
the duration of the festival, as 
we may ask to check them at 
anytime. Once you have your 
wristbands you will be able to 
come and go from the site as 
you please.

GETTING AROUND THE SITE
The festival site isn’t huge, 

but might get too much for 
little legs. There is a hard-
standing path around the 
site, which will be fine for 
most pushchairs, wheelchairs 
and buggies (though off-
road versions will be more 
nimble). Almost all of the 
areas are directly accessible 
with wheelchairs/pushchairs 
with the exception of some 
areas in the Spellbound 
Forest. We recommend a 
baby carrier/sling to make 
sure that you don’t miss out 
on anything.

FOOD AND DRINK
You are very welcome to 
bring your own food and 
drink to the festival. Do not, 
however, bring any glass with 
you at all. Broken glass is very 
dangerous for kids and for 
animals who will be using the 
site and fields after the event. 

You can bring your own 

alcohol to consume in the 
camping areas but it is 
strictly prohibited to bring 
alcohol out of the camping 
areas into the main festival 
site. There are licensed bars 
on-site. Rode Hall Courtyard 
Kitchen will also be open 
for homemade breakfasts, 
lunches and cakes made 
from the organic produce 
grown on the estate.

ESSENTIALS
If you’ve forgotten your 
tent pegs or other camping 
essentials, need some 
bread or milk then head to 
the General Store near the 
Information Tent.

WASTE
On arrival to the festival 
campers will be given two bin 
bags, the black one for general 
rubbish and the clear one for 
all recyclables. If you fill your 
bin bags there will be more 
tied to the recycling points. 
You must aim to leave your 
camping spot as you found 
it, take everything home with 
you and leave all waste in the 
waste area provided. Please 
make a special effort to take 
all of your tent pegs with you 
as sheep live on these fields 
the rest of the year round. 
Our waste provision services 
will separate all the recycling 
at source. Bins around site 
are also separated out 
into general waste and all 
recyclables, please make 
sure you use the correct bins.
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WATER
Water is available from stand 
pipes around the site – this 
is drinking water but please 
don’t drink directly from the 
taps, bring a water bottle 
with you. You mustn’t use 
the stand pipes for washing 
yourselves or your pots.

COOKING AND FIRES
We absolutely love campfires, 
however we need to restrict 
them to the main campfire 
circle – our lovely friends at 
the Cheshire fire service have 
been very very clear on this!
There are no fires allowed
anywhere else on site, the 
same rules apply in the 
camping areas. Any bbq or 
cooking equipment must be 
raised off the floor by at least 
15cm (6inch) to prevent fires 
and damage to the grass. The 
last thing we want is for the 
site owners not to let us back 
next year. If you are changing 
gas canisters for your cooker, 
please do so outside and some 
distance away from the tents.
Also, and for safety reasons, 
please don’t use candles or 
lanterns containing candles 
in the camping areas.

Chinese lanterns are also 
banned as the wire within 
them is very dangerous 
to livestock and there are 
a number of power lines 
running above the site. 
Please be sensible and help 
us to keep the festival and 
surrounding countryside 
safe. Due to power cables 

you may not fly kites on the 
festival site.

TOILETS AND SHOWERS
There are toilets situated 
around the site and they 
are marked on the map. 
Your camping area may not 
be right next door to the 
loo, but should be no more 
than a five minute walk. 
The toilets are a mixture of 
portable loos, stand alone 
trailers with flushable loos 
and compost loos. If you 
notice that toilets have run 
out of loo paper or are getting 
a bit dirty then please let a  
steward know.

There are shower blocks 
with lovely hot water, in the 
camping area. If you have 
tiny tots, please see below 
for details of baby bathtime. 
There is a sink area for pot 
washing on near the showers 
as well as sinks for teeth 
brushing and washing.

BABIES AND TODDLERS
Lots of tiny tots are coming 
to the festival, and we are 
keen that their first festival 
is a pleasure for the whole 
family. You can find our 
lovely nappy-changing tent 
with mats, nappies and 
wipes in the Peekaboo area. 
This is also where you can 
find the baby-feeding area, 
so parents can relax and 
breast or bottle feed their 
babies in relative peace. 
Bottle and food warmers 
can be plugged in and used 

in the baby-feeding tent in 
Peekaboo where we’ll provide 
a bottle warmer or bring  
your own.

Every day, from 08.30 
until 18.00, baby bathtime 
will take place with Weleda 
in Peekaboo, with baby baths 
and bubbles. Please bring 
your own towel. 

WORKSHOP BOOKINGS
Most activities do not need to 
be booked. Just turn up at the 
start or drop in, depending 
on what it is. If the session 
is already full, you might be 
asked to come back later. A 
few workshops do need to be 
booked. This is specified in 
the programme.
To book for a workshop, go to 
the area where the workshop 
is being held and book with 
our lovely area stewards. 
You can book from 9am for 
morning sessions and 12pm 
for afternoon sessions each 
day. We hope this makes the 
system as fair as possible and 
that it will prevent people 
having to queue for a long 
time.

THE CAMPFIRE
We love for our audience 
to spend time around 
the campfire through the 
evening until late. To keep 
everyone on site safe, we’ll 
be putting the campfire out 
at 1am, every night.

ATMS
We have ATMs on site so 
there should be no need to 
carry large amounts of cash 
around the festival.

The ATMs are located 
near the entrance, by the 
Information Tent. There will 
be a charge for using them.

PHONE CHARGING
A phone charging service is 
available at the Information 
Tent at the main entrance. 
Please bring your own 
charger. We ask for a small 
donation for this service.

FIRST AID
We have first aid provision 
on site day and night. If 
you require first aid, please 
make your way to the 
first aid point next to the 
Wristband Exchange tent. In 
an emergency, please alert 
one of the festival stewards 
who will radio for a medic to 
attend. Please do not call 999 
as our medics will get to you 
much more quickly!

LOST CHILDREN
All children will be given 
a wristband on entry to 
the festival, with a space 
for a parent’s mobile 
telephone number. Please 
keep your phone with you. 
You can charge it up at the 
Information Tent.

We suggest that families 
with older children make 
clear plans as a family when 
they arrive at the festival, with 
an agreed meeting place if 
you lose each other. If your 
children cannot find you, 
show them what our festival 
stewards look like so that 
they know who to approach 
(look out for those wearing 
volunteer aprons).

Lost children will be cared 
for by the registered child 
carers and can play and have 
fun while they wait for you 
at the lost child point in the 
Ministry of Games.

Give your children the 
same advice you would if you 
were anywhere else: don’t go 
off with strangers or anyone 
without telling you first.

SECURITY AT JUST
SO FESTIVAL
The safety of our festival 
goers is always our top 
priority. We are working 
together with our security 
company and the authorities 
to put in place all necessary 
measures. Any additional 
information or advice will 
be communicated to ticket 
holders.

WHAT TO BRING
Some suggestions of what not 
to forget when camping with 
kids —
Sunscreen, waterproofs, 
wellies, sunhat, warm 
blankets – it will probably 
get cold at night, waterproof 
picnic rug, transportation – a 
buggy (with a raincover) or 
sling, first aid kit, nappies, 
anti-bacterial hand gel, 
bucket/travel potty – for 
midnight wees, torch, fancy 
dress.

WHAT NOT TO BRING
Any animals, glass, bikes, 
anything illegal, fireworks, 
kites, sound systems.

FINALLY...
Everyone is going to get along 
famously, but Just So Festival 
reserves the right to eject 
anyone from the festival site 
if we deem your behaviour to 
be antisocial or inappropriate 
in any way. Children are the 
responsibility of their parent 
or guardian at all times.
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The Just So Festival is produced by Wild 
Rumpus CIC, a not-for-profit family arts 
organisation established to take families on 
incredible outdoor creative adventures. Our 
aim is to minimise the potential negative 
impacts we have on the environment and 
to leave a positive contribution to the local 
community and economy.

In addition to the reusable cups scheme 
we adopted a few years ago and the work 
we have been doing with vendors to phase 
out single use plastics, in 2019 we have 
introduced compost toilets - we know they 
aren’t everyone’s favourite thing but we 
are convinced it’s the right environmental 
decision. We’ve also introduced tin plates 
and real cutlery to our crew catering to 
eliminate  paper plates and serveware, 
we’ve improved the food waste facilities and 
continue to source as much of our food 
locally as possible. 

We all need to play our part and we 

appreciate your support in trying to make 
Just So as environmentally friendly as 
possible, so please leave packaging at home 
or take it home with you, bring your water 
bottles (the taps are all drinking water) and 
bring your coffee cups too. 

We aim to be a fair employer, to pay fair 
wages and offer good working conditions 
and unlimited holidays. We try to work 
with other local organisations to positive 
effect. Last year we offered over 200 free 
tickets to local charities to use either to 
help raise money or to distribute to the 
people their charity supports. If you are 
connected to a local charity or organisation 
who would like to know more about how to 
get involved, then please drop us a line to 
hello@justsofestival.org.uk

Wild Rumpus is proud to be part of 
Energy Revolution, a groundbreaking 
initiative which will turn almost 1.7 million 
festival travel miles into clean energy.

Just So Festival is organised by 
Wild Rumpus a small not for profit 
social enterprise based year round 
at The Forge, our woodland offices 
on the Rode Hall Estate. 

Wild Rumpus build breath-
taking worlds, immersing families 
in incredible stories and moments of 
wonder. We deliver ground breaking 
arts events outdoors for families, 
which aim to inspire curiosity and 
leave a legacy of positive social, 
economic and cultural impact. We 
believe all families deserve access 
to the highest quality arts and so we 
invest in artists making work. We 
deliver a comprehensive volunteer 
programme and try to break down 
barriers for families who find it 
more difficult to participate. We also 
believe we have a responsibility to 
produce environmentally sustainable 
events which encourage a legacy of 
sustainable living.

Wild Rumpus are developing 
a woodland based creation and 
residency space, The Forge, for 
creative people to come together 
and dream up new ways of working.
To find out more and follow the 
developments head to —
wildrumpus.org.uk/fromtheforge
Listen to our podcast at — 
wildrumpus.org.uk/from-the-forge-
podcast

Keep up to date with all of Wild 
Rumpus’ other events from theatrical 
adventures to one-off cultural and 
intimate experiences over at — 
wildrumpus.org.uk

WILD RUMPUS FUN PALACE
5th October 2019
At the Whirligig woodland in Cheshire, 
look out for further info.

THE LANTERNS 
AT CHESTER ZOO
22nd Nov — 23 Dec 2019
This Christmas, Chester Zoo is 
turning into a magical festive 
wonderland, full of animal-inspired 
illuminations and a sprinkling  
of snow!

TIMBER FESTIVAL
3/4/5 July 2020
The International Forest Festival 
returns to the National Forest next 
year for another weekend amongst the 
trees. Celebrating woodland culture 
in all its forms, where the tonic of 
wildness rules supreme, join artists, 
musicians and thinkers from across 
the world as we explore what forests 
and woodlands can mean to us.
— timberfestival.org.uk

JUST SO FESTIVAL
21st/22nd/23rd 
August 2020
Early Bird tickets will go on sale  
on Friday 23rd August 2019; visit  
justsofestival.org.uk, to purchase 
tickets and stay up to date with 
programme announcements.

We’re committed to ensuring a more 
accessible and enjoyable experience for 
disabled festival goers and those with 
specific requirements or additional needs. 
We are working closely with Attitude Is 
Everything to make this possible and are 
thrilled to have been awarded Gold on 
their Charter of Best Practice. Please let 
us know at the information tent if you are 
experiencing difficulties, we will do our 
utmost to help.

Accessible toilets are found at each toilet 
point on the map.

There is a charging point for wheelchair 
batteries and other access equipment 
avaialble 24hrs at the first aid point at the 

main entrance. This is also where you will 
find a fridge to store medicines – please ask 
a member of the first aid team.

There are facilities at the Accessible 
Camping area for changing. Please get in 
touch with stewards for more information. 
A hearing loop system is in place in the 
information tent and at wristband exchange.

We have an access manager who is 
available to help pre-event or on site. If 
you have any queries about accessibility, 
drop the Access team a line on  
access@wildrumpus.org.uk – or ask for the 
Access team on site at the Information Tent.
—
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We are so grateful for the love 
that people bring to Just So Festival 
each year and for our Just So Family 
who pull it all together.  

Each August we get to camp out 
at the beautiful Rode Hall and turn 
it into our artistic playground for 
a weekend and we’re so grateful to 
the Wilbraham family for allowing 
us to lay our hats here for a few 
days, all the team at Rode and 
our neighbours on the Estate for 
tolerating us, particularly Simon - 
the definition of a good neighbour! 
And the incomparable Coopers, 
rarely do you meet a family who 
are so generous with their time and 
talents, we know all too well how 
lucky we are to have you around. 

The incredible performers, too 
many to name but they turn up and 
help us to look at the world with 
more wonder in our eyes. 

All of our food trucks and stalls 
and particularly those who’ve been 
with us since our very first year, 
people like Ben & Janis who know 
how naive we once were and who 
helped us in so many ways. 

To the press and sponsors who 
have supported us, particularly 
Weleda who have been with us since 
2010 and whose organisational 
values align so closely with ours. 

To the networks we’re part of 
Big Imaginations, Without Walls, 
Association of Festival Organisers, 
Cultural Destinations and our 
peers in the arts and festival sector 
who we reach out to for advice and 
share learnings and best practice 
with. 

To our (fairly new) advisory 
board who are our critical friends 

and in particular our Chair David 
Agnew (our unsung hero). 

To those funders like Arts 
Council England and Cheshire 
East Council who have read our 
application forms and have seen 
something worth backing, who have 
helped us focus on the quality of 
the work and given great feedback 
and advice (particularly Angela 
Chappell). 

All of the contractors and their 
staff particularly Phil and Ian 
who power us up and cheer us up; 
Steven Mewis Security (who helps 
us sleep more easily in our beds); 
those wonderful workhorses from 
Wicked Events Sue & James; Will 
from UK Loos; Steve from Posh 
Frocks and Wellies; Will from 
H20; The Ticketsellers; and all at 
the Stage Management Company. 
Peter and Jezz walked around our 
first festival site 10 years ago and 
puzzled at our plans and laughed 
at our budgets but have always 
kept faith with our ideas. They 
also introduced us to our beloved 
Laura and Charlotte (joined this 
year by Dotty, who we can’t wait to 
introduce to Just So)  

To all at Catered by Justin, how 
did we ever do this thing without 
you? They serve us up some bloody 
good food with humour and grace. 
They came to feed us once, and we 
now count them amongst our very 
best friends.

The volunteers who WOW us 
every year with their phenomenal 
enthusiasm, their passions and 
talents, you are a wonder. 

Last but not least to team Wild 
Rumpus who we are lucky enough to 

get to hang out with all year round. 
They hold us together through all 
our ridiculous adventures, and we 
love them to bits:

Anais Biaux, who pulls together 
the most far fetched ideas into this 
beautiful programme; Aileen Ging 
and Callum Hogg, who produce and 
site manage us into submission; 
Olivia Kehoe, Rory Clifford and 
Vicki Taylor, who tell our story 
far and wide with beautiful 
words and pictures; Katie Aldous, 
whose infectious enthusiasm and 
kindness has turned a group of 
volunteers into a family; Louis 
Malpass, Tom Fenwick and Matt 
Collins, who create the immersive 
environment we play in; and Lissie, 
with her administrative finger on 
the pulse of the whole damn thing!

We’re supported by the flair and 
aplomb of a whole load of really 
great freelancers, Big D, Lydia, 
Cara, Hannah, Gaby, Siobhan and 
Kirsty (to name a few) who make 
our day to day lives that bit brighter. 

And at the heart of it all there’s 
the extraordinarily brilliant Geoff 
Bird, who has been banging 
our drum since that very first 
ramshackle Wild Rumpus parade 
in 2010. 

Thank you so much, all of you.  
Here’s to the next 10 years. Love 
R&S x

—

“The power of the imagination 
makes us infinite”

— John Muir

As a not-for-profit community interest 
company, all of our profit goes back into 
our arts programmes. Our programmes 
have been developed to support emerging 
artists, create pioneering schemes for 
our volunteers, and to take families of all 
shapes and sizes on creative adventures.

Any donation that you can make 
means we can invest in our volunteers, 
invite families to our events who could 
not otherwise afford to come, host 
training sessions in our woodland site, 
and invest in making our site more 
accessible for those who identify as 

Deaf or disabled, to name just a few. 
You can therefore be assured that when 
you support us, your money will be fed 
straight back into the brilliant volunteer 
waiting to greet you, the outstanding 
performers we are currently booking, 
the family next to you in the audience, 
and the community we work within.

You can donate online at  
wildrumpus.org.uk or at the donation 
boxes around site. Thank you for your 
generosity.

NATIONAL LOTTERY PROJECT 
GRANTS SURGERY
Arts Council England are hosting one to one 
National Lottery Project Grants surgeries at 
the Forgotten Courtyard, Just So Festival on 
Saturday 17th August (11.30am to 4.30pm) and 
Sunday 18th August (10.30am-1pm).

National Lottery Project Grants is Arts 
Council England’s open access fund that exists 
to be reactive to new ideas, new talent and new 
approaches in the arts.

 For time limited arts-related activities that: 

benefit people in England, help artists and arts 
organisations in England carry out their work.

To book a 1:1 session please contact Nikki 
Harrison-Davis, Relationship Manager: 
Combined Arts at ACE by emailing  
nikki.harrison-davis@artscouncil.org.uk and 
include a brief description about your project 
(if you have one) so that the Arts Council can 
tailor the 1:1 to your needs. There are limited 
1:1s available and they will be booked on a first 
come first served basis.
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