


Oh how we’ve missed you! Who would have believed that 
when we last danced like wild things at Wonderland, and 

created fantastical things in the New curiosity shop, that the 
world would have turned on it’s head before we gathered 
again. In August 2020 we may have been pining for lazy 

afternoons on the Village Green and glittering, laughing eyes 
at the Woodland Theatre, but more than anything our hearts 

were filled with the generosity and warmth and wonderful 
spirit of our Just So Family. In the darker times the optimism 

and hope from you lot, our audiences, artists, contractors, 
vendors, volunteers and team shone brightly, and we are so 
grateful to you all! And how much sweeter it now feels! To 

be stepping through the gates from the real world into these 
fantastical and ridiculous lands where anything is possible. 

With our brains firmly on the the measures we have in place 
to keep you all safe, our hearts are pounding with excitement 
to welcome you all to the greatest reunion we can imagine. 

So to our Just So Family, new and old, we hold out our 
warmest welcome yet! 

Rowan and Sarah x

Every family is different, so although we 
have indicated guidelines, these are flexible, 
and we’re happy for you to judge which 
activities your children will enjoy most. The 
only exceptions are activities in Peekaboo, 
which have been designed especially for the 
very young.

Any programme changes will be written 
up on the programme change board by the 
Information Tent and on the blackboard 
at the entrance to the area where the 
performance/activity has changed. If you’re 
heading for something specific in a further 
flung area (Wonderland, Shangri-La), it’s 
worth swinging by the programme changes 
board first.

Please be aware that, although we try as 
hard as we can to stick to the timings in the 
programme, the nature of a festival means 
that timings can slip, and some flexibility 
will be needed. Some of the best experiences 
can be the ones you chance upon.

Most activities do not need to be booked, just 
turn up at the start or drop in, depending on 
what it is.

Explore the festival and get ready for an 
unforgettable experience!

Here are programme guidelines 
to help you to judge which bits 
of the programme will help 
your family have the very best 
experiences. These guidelines 
might be especially useful if 
members of your family have 
specific access needs.

MSN 
Make Some Noise 

Let loose and raise the roof

P
Participate

Get stuck in and take part

QC
Quiet Corners

Away from the hustle and bustle

SBR
Sit Back & Relax

No effort or participation

SS
Sensory Spectacle

Very visual, nicely noisy

T
Tactile

For hands-on explorers



AGE OF GLASS
Friday 21.00 SS

Hard hitting, bass driven, vibrant, live 
electronic dance-pop. Both commercially 
charming and intriguingly eccentric, 
this three-piece draws influences from 
anything with a pumping groove and 
amalgamates it into a live music frenzy of 
thumping electronic drums, heavy bass 
lines and gritty synth riffs. If Bjork and Joe 
Strummer had triplets then Age Of Glass 
would be the result.

HENGE
Saturday 21.30 SS

Attention earth!!! This is Henge. They 
come in the name of rave. They bring you 
the gift of cosmic dross – a kind of music 
new to your world. Ravelings of earth, rise-
up! There are no earth words to describe 
these sounds. But you will learn how to 
love and dance again. This is your future!

SEAS OF MIRTH
Sunday 21.00 SS

Seas of Mirth have been stamping their 
own mark on modern music for the 
last decade, mixing up styles and song 
structures while also being known for 
their nautical and, perhaps, not-so-serious 
twist. This has proudly remained the case. 

DAVID GIBB
Friday 16.30 
Saturday 17.45 P

This marvellous troubadour is back to 
grace our Just So stage. The very finest 
musician for families around, it wouldn’t 
be Just So without some vocal melodies 
from David Gibb.

JALI
Friday 18.00 SBR

Jali Nyonkoling Kuyateh is a master
of the African harp, the Kora, who 
intersperses his West African heritage 
with future practices to command sounds 
of ancestral piety.

THE STRING BEANS
Friday 19.30 SS

Known for their frantic, Balkan-inspired 
ramshackle and heavily improvised live 
shows mixed with intricately arranged 
medleys, we can’t wait to welcome The 
String Beans to Just So!

THE BAGHDADDIES
Saturday 13.30 MSN

Balkan fusion, Caribbean grooves, Middle 
Eastern rhythms and even some Geordie 
[native Newcastle] touches, all awash 
with influences such as ska, jazz, punk 
and metal, delivered with theatre and 
exuberance. Uplifting and infectiously 
danceable, full of blistering brass, rousing 
5 part vocal harmonies and a rhythm 
section that you can’t keep still to. Plus 
they’ll be leading the Lantern Parade!

BETHLEHEM CASUALS
Sunday 16.30 SS

With an eclectic sound that infuses a 
world of influences, heady grooves and 
tribal drum circles, the Casuals have 
been dubbed as “urban rock styled DIY 
world music”. With their infectiously 
idiosyncratic compositions, strung-out 
live shows and, of course, their notably 
laid-back nature (it’s in the name); the 
Bethlehem Casuals have been ensnaring 
audiences in their deliriously entertaining 
cocktail of sounds and wickedly lurid 
imagination.

OTTO & THE 
MUTAPA CALLING
Saturday 19.30 SS

A sound that’s full of energy and pulsating 
rhythms, London-based marimba band 
Otto & The Mutapa Calling will get your 
body moving through the whole weekend. 
Don’t consider yourself a dancer? One 
song from Otto & Co. and you’ll be moving 
and shaking for the rest of the day.

THINGUMABOB & THE 
THINGUMAJIGS
Sunday 18.00 SS

Thingumabob & The Thingumajigs 
are a band made up from a musical 
collective of friends from Salford who 
play “good time music”. They don’t play 
moody experimental stuff or virtuoso 
self-indulgent technical music; but great 
sing-along stuff. The music is a blend of 
pop, funk, ska, folk, reggae, soul, rock and 
everything in between.



BLOCKBUSTER FACTORY 
IN SPACE
CAT & MOUSE THEATRE

Friday 15.45, 17.15 
Saturday 10.45, 13.00, 15.30 
Sunday 11.45, 14.15 P

At great expense, we have flown the 
famous American movie Director Martin 
Beilsperg over to England and teamed 
him up with the great English Playwright 
Charles Bexley-Heath to come to Just 
So to make “Operation Asteroid”. They 
need camera people, sound people and 
new movie stars to make their dream a 
Hollywood reality.

BOLLYWOOD HEAT
SOHAN KELLY

Sunday 10.00 P

Get ready to feel the heat and move your 
feet to the Bollywood Beat! Learn the very 
best Bollywood moves with Sohan and 
Aruna Kailey from Aashiyana Arts.

DANCE WORKSHOPS
STEPHEN & LANA

Friday 15.00 
Saturday 9.00, 10.00, 12.00 
Sunday 9.00, 12.15, 13.30 P

There’ll be a host of dance workshops 
at Just So 2021. We suggest you start 
stretching now it’s set to be hip-swinging 
and high kicks all round. In past years, 
we’ve had workshops such as ‘Dance Down 
Broadway’ where you can create routines 
to beloved silver-screen flicks, whilst 
‘Circus Swing’ had you and a partner 
jiving all kinds of absurd and clowning it 
out. Limber up!

SILENT DISCO
OUR KIDS SOCIAL

Saturday 11.00, 16.30 
Sunday 11.00, 14.15 P

Head to the Footlights stage and grab a 
headset for a silent disco with Our Kids 
Social – jive around or… switch it up, 
change channels and dance to a different 
beat.

JAMES CAMPBELL’S 
FUNNY WORLD
Sat & Sun 15.00 SBR

A stand-up comedy show for children over 
5, their parents and anyone who likes 
comedy without the rude words. Hold onto 
your socks and enjoy the best comedy for 
kids from James Campbell!

BEGINNER’S LUCK BIG GAMES
WILD RUMPUS 

Everyday until 18.00 P

Try a giant game of Ludo, crush your 
opponent in our enormous version of Guess 
Who, and wrestle your vocablaric friends 
into submission with Giant Scrabble.

THE PLANETS
WILD RUMPUS

Across the weekend SBR

Contemplate your place in the cosmos 
and wander amongst our giant planetary 
installation.

CAPOEIRA
Saturday 9.30, 14.00 P

Have a go at this Brazilian spinning 
martial art/dance style!

GIANT NEST BUILDING 
& NATURE DETECTIVES
WOODLAND TRUST

Everyday until 18.00 P

Come and help craft a giant willow nest 
built by you, the audience, across the 
weekend! And explore a new world with 
the Woodland Trust’s Nature Detective 
workshops, for children aged 3+.

THE KEEPER’S NESTS
JUDITH HOPE

Friday 15.00, 20.00 
Sat & Sun 11.00, 16.00 SBR

Encounter two giant magpie puppets in 
their rickety, ramshackle nests, seeking out 
of your darkest secrets. Step into a curious 
world of make believe, and maybe post a 
secret or two….

FALCONRY DISMAY
Saturday 14.45, 19.00 
Sunday 13.00, 18.00 SBR 

Experience the breathtaking flying 
display of Dizzy O’Dare’s majestic Birds of Prey. 
Each bird will showcase their unique behaviours, 
personalities and flying techniques over a 
30-minute display within the flight arena. From 
the makers of Baba Yaga’s House, The Giant 
Balloon Show and Phileas Fogg: Day 79, Dizzy 
O’Dare ruffle feathers with this brilliant new 
show for 2021!



ANIMAL SHENANIGANS
Saturday 19.00 MSN

Join the animal leaders at Grand 
Central for a whole load of mischief and 
tomfoolery. You’ll spot them based by the 
magnificent scoreboard at the Grand 
Central stage. Find out what’s on when on 
blackboards by the stage.

MEET THE ANIMAL LEADERS
Sat & Sun 11.30 P

The Carnival of the Animals just wouldn’t 
be the same without the most incredible 
Animal Leaders. The Bee, Fox, Frog, Owl, 
Fish, Stag and Lion teams will compete 
in ridiculous games, challenges and all 
manner of unexpected shenanigans to 
earn golden pebbles and be crowned the 
animal champions of 2021. Let the games
commence!

GOLDEN PEBBLES!?
The aim of the game is to be the animals 
with the most points! And gold pebbles = 
points! All our performers, volunteers and 
the like will have coveted golden pebbles 
to give out to worthy recipients (best 
dancer, grubbiest baby, most impressive 
stag etc). Earn your pebbles, do your best, 
charm the pebble-givers! Then hand your 
spoils to your team’s leader. The team 
with the most points wins the coveted 
Championship!

WILD RUMPUS PARADE
Sunday, begins at 19.30 MSN

Find your leader on festival Sunday and 
round off the festival in style. Get in your 
costumes, bang your drum and let the 
wild rumpus start! The parade ends with 
the crowning of the winners...
For meeting places, see the list below:

Fish Shangri La

Owl Cloud Cuckoo Land

Bee Spellbound Forest

Stag The Observatory

Frog Wonderland

Lion Village Green

Fox Footlights

THE ANIMAL CHAMPIONSHIP!
Sunday 20.15 at Footlights MSN

Who will be victorious in this year’s
Carnival of the Animals? Will the Foxes 
retain their 2019 title? Will the owls snatch 
glory back into their feathered grasp? Will 
the dark horses or y’know, stags sneak 
up and surprise us all? Or will it be team 
bee that buzz their way to victory? Festival 
families, pick from owls, foxes, frogs, 
stags, lions, fish or bees, and bring your
animal allegiance to Just So.

COLOUR FIGHT!
Saturday 17.00 P

Inspired by the glorious and beautiful 
Indian tradition Holi Festival, a 
celebration of love and community, Just 
So will become host to its very own colour 
fight. Powders of all shades and hues 
will fly through the air as you run amok 
amidst the pandemonium of colour – what 
a joyful rainbow you’ll be by the end.

SPORTS DAY
Sunday 13.30 P, MSN

From the ferocious tug of war, to the 
hotly contested mum’s race, the Just So 
traditional sports day is just the thing for 
the wildly competitive amongst you.

LANTERN PARADE
Saturday 20.45 SS

Guaranteed to bring tears to the eyes 
of festival directors, prepare to light 
up the woods as you wind through the 
trees of Rode, towards Footlights, led by 
the the Constellation Puppets and The 
Baghdaddies!



FARMYARD CIRCUS
Friday 18.00 
Saturday 12.45, 18.00 
Sunday 13.00, 17.45 SS

A warm and cheery farm life inspired 
circus spectacle! Get ready for this 
high-energy boot-stomping show - 
expect a bewildering display of group 
acrobatics and juggling using hay bales, 
wheelbarrows, a tractor tire, and even an 
old scarecrow. The show is set to old-time 
tunes and raucous rhythms that will bring 
the cows home, played live throughout!

 THE SONGSMITHS
Friday 17.00, Saturday 13.30 P 

Music-mongers Gacko and 
Shabby will be trundling around 
the festival pushing their mobile 
music factory ever ready to write 
a bespoke song especially for 
you and your family.

MINISTRY OF GAMES
Everyday until 19.00 
Sat & Sun until 18.00 P, QC

Join us for family fun and games. 
Asmodee are providing a litany of great 
games and our volunteers will be on hand 
to show you how to play.

CARNIVAL COSTUMES
THELITTLELOOP

Sunday until 18.00 QC

Pre-loved fabrics can be used again and 
again to awaken wicked wardrobes, and 
for Just So thelittleloop can help make 

your animal costume ultra-bling. 
They will be hosting sewing drop-
ins for us, so come and add 

frills to your frog or ornament 
to your owl. And if you’re 

without a costume they 
can even help you create 
something simple. All in 
anticipation of the Carnival 
of the Animals 
on Sunday night!

 

 
 
LANTERN MAKING
Friday until 20.00 
Saturday until 18.00 P

Come and create your own beautiful 
lantern. But this year, we’re doing things 
differently!. To get involved in this 
sustainable masterpiece, you’ll need to 
bring two 4-pint plastic milk cartons when 
you arrive at the workshop tent. We’ll 
show you how craft them into beautiful 
new woven lantern that you take away with 
you the same day, ready for the Lantern 
Parade on Saturday night at Grand 
Central. No willow, no tissue, leave your 
back-up masking tape at home, seasoned 
just’soers, we’ve got you covered!

SIDESHOW ROADSHOW
LUCY ENSKAT/HOCUS POCUS THEATRE

Friday 15.00, 19.00 SBR 
Saturday 10.00, 12.00, 15.00 
Sunday 10.00, 13.30, 15.00

A mermaid, a performing lady and a 
fortune teller take the show on the  
road as environmental catastrophe  
looms ever closer. Follow the  
quadracycle for pop-up puppetry  
and vicarious vignettes.

MAYPOLE DANCING
Friday 15.00 
Saturday 11.00, 14.00 
Sunday 12.15 P

We’ll be weaving our way in and out and 
round and round the Maypole as we take 
our ribbons and create some beautiful 
patterns. With thanks to Claire Butler, 
from Maypole Movers.

BOOKS!
TIT FOR TAT

Saturday 10.45, 17.00 
Sunday 10.00, 16.00 SS

Tit for Tat’s bedraggled book enthusiasts 
are travelling the lands on a mission 
to protect literature! The libraries 
keep closing and with the membership 
numbers of their book club dwindling, 
they are forced to take drastic action to 
recruit more enthusiasts – otherwise the 
book club might be closed forever! With 
circus-inspired filing systems and absurd 
reinventions of discarded stories, Books! 
revels in acrobatic stupidity and  
juggling spectacle.



STRONG ENOUGH
STRONG LADY PRODUCTIONS

Saturday 10.45, 14.45 
Sunday 13.00, 16.30 SBR

Strong Enough is a powerful celebration 
of finding strength in unexpected places. 
This circus Strong Lady has collected 
stories of strength from a huge range 
of ordinary people – asking them the 
question: ‘can you tell me about a time 
when you were strong’. Their stories 
are told with a playful mix of circus 
physicality, comedy and feats of strength. 
Funny, physical and full of hope – this 
show is an optimistic declaration that we 
are STRONG ENOUGH!

THE RASCALLY DINER
LASTHEATRE

Friday 19.00 
Saturday 16.00, 19.00 
Sunday 12.00, 18.00 SBR

Everybody clap your pans – it’s The 
Rascally Diner’s birthday party!
Cook up a stink as part of Rufus 
Skumskins O’Parsleys’ kitchen crew 
or bring a pot to bang and ward off 
evil cakes in this fun-filled, messy 
performance about food.
Join LAStheatre for a show that gently 
explores food provenance, sustainability, 
and healthy eating in a silly, song-filled, 
riotous performance for humans aged 6+. 
No Cakes.

DO WHAT YAH  
MAMMA TOLD YAH!
JUST MORE PRODUCTIONS

Sat & Sun 10.00, 14.00 SBR, SS

A feast of food fusion and storytelling 
across geography and generations, in this 
immersive and vibrant comedy circus 
show! International circus artist Blaze and 
touring circus chef/performer Fatina are 
Mother and Daughter in a plate spinning, 
food juggling, fire blazing show, bringing 
the family kitchen and its recipes to life.

CIRCUS SKILLS
CIRCUS HOUSE

Friday until 20.30 
Sat & Sun until 19.00 P

Roll up, roll up, to learn all the skills and 
trickery you’d need to run away with the 
circus. Marvellous Manchester-based 
The Circus House are offering you the 
chance to take part in skills ranging from 
juggling to partner acrobatics and even 
getting up in the air on a trapeze.

 
STRONGWOMEN SCIENCE
Friday 15.30 
Sat & Sun 11.30, 15.30 SBR

In a fun, lively and fast-paced family 
circus performance, find out how jugglers, 
acrobats and hula hoop artists use science 
to create their amazing acts. Ever wanted 
to know how you balance a chair on your 
chin, if you can juggle liquid, or how 
circus performers eat fire? StrongWomen 
Aoife (an engineer) and Maria (an 
environmental scientist) reveal the 
astounding tricks behind their scientific 
secrets.



IAN DOUGLAS’ 
CAMPFIRE STORIES
Friday 15.00, 17.30 
Sat & Sun 10.00, 14.00, 18.00 SBR

Our campfire would be a pretty sad and 
lonely place without the incredible Ian 
Douglas, storyteller to end all storytellers. 
Joined by some curious friends, stories 
will be woven through the wood smoke all 
weekend. Gather round for tall tales from 
the lands of Just So and beyond, welcome 
strange travellers and hear their stories.

HAMMER & CHISEL
Everyday until 18.00 P

Wild play rules at Hammer & Chisel, our 
unique woodland playground. Under the 
supervision of our forest play experts, 
create your own world or add to ours 
using pallets, ladders and ropes, help us 
put together a myriad of walkways, dens 
and secret spaces. 

THE FAIRY CITADEL
Everyday from 16.00 until 20.00 SS

As dusk falls, does the other realm, the 
fairy realm, start to stir? Come and find 
out on a twilight tour through the fairy 
citadel. And what’s that gleaming in the 
gloaming?! Are the fairy monarchs about 
to grace us with their presence? Tiptoe 
quietly through this enchanted place to 
find out

 

URSULA HOLDEN GILL
Friday 16.15, 18.45 
Sunday 12.00, 16.00 SBR

We’re thrilled that Ursula Holden Gill is 
joining us around the campfire in the 
Spellbound Forest this year. An award-
winning storyteller, Ursula uses music, 
movement and real-life observation to 
inform her own original and traditionally 
inspired work to connect people of all ages 
with their creativity. 

AMANTHA EDMEAD
Saturday 12.00, 16.00 SBR

Join actress, storyteller and theatre-
maker, Amantha Edmead as she weaves 
African and Caribbean tales through her 
performance. She’ll inhabit captivating 
characters and transport to you into new 
realms of imagination with song and 
dance.

MASS UKELELE
Friday 20.15 MSN

Join in for the pre-campfire uke session - 
singing along a must!

CAMPFIRE SONGS & 
BONFIRE BANDS
Each night from 20.30 SBR

Gather round the campfire as the night 
draws in, and get your toes ready for 
tapping as our bands play, the fire 
crackles, and we dance in the moonlit 
woods. Hosted by scout leader 
Ian Mackintosh and of course, 
storyteller extraordinaire, 
Ian Douglas. Plus find 
our fabulous Just So 
House Band here, The 
Retrosettes! Check the 
blackboard for the 
line-up.

WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?
NIKKI CHARLESWORTH

Sat & Sun 10.45, 13.45 SBR

‘What Happened to You?’ follows 
three raggedy puppets, who like their 
puppeteers, are just trying to get through 
the day. Ahead of them lies a mountain 
of challenges and they are forced to 
find creative ways to overcome their 
impassable surroundings. This show 

explores our preconceptions about 
disability in a playful and humorous 
way, that is enjoyable for the whole 
family. Inspired by verbatim 
theatre, this show weaves together 
scenarios inspired by real-life 
stories, promoting the social 

model of disability, and 
underlining the importance 
of access and inclusion.
There’s BSL and Audio 
Description integrated 
throughout the show.



DAVID GIBB
Saturday 13.00 SBR

The singing troubadour will talking 
about his new book in the beautiful 
setting of the Woodland Theatre.

UKE CHORUS
Friday 15.00 
Saturday 10.00 MSN

Create the most glorious of chorus with 
master of the ukulele, Gary Bridgens. 
You’ll be a regular George Formby in  
no time.

JAMES CAMPBELL’S 
ACCIDENTAL SHOW
Sunday 12.45 SBR

Catch the comedian’s live version of his 
Zoom show that he began at the start of 
2021 where everyone and their dog gets 
involved.

STORY & TRUTH
IAN DOUGLAS & JENNY MOORE

Sunday 15.45 SBR

Beloved storyteller Ian Douglas talks 
about his new book, Story & Truth: Story 
– a young man who travels the world 
meeting new people and being welcomed 
into their homes and Truth – an elderly 
lady who carries the weight of the world 
on her shoulders. Illustrated by Ben 
Javens.

CARTOONS!
Sat & Sun 8am SBR

If you’re an early riser, enjoy some great 
throwback cartoons!

IRON GIANT
Friday 21.00 (U) SBR

In this animated adaptation of Ted 
Hughes’ fable, a giant alien robot crash-
lands near the small town of Rockwell, 
Maine, in 1957. Hogarth and his friend 
must do what they can to save this 
misunderstood machine.

THE PROMISE
Saturday 20.45 (U) SBR

Short film: a young thief tries to snatch 
a woman’s bag but she cannot have it 
without giving something in return: The 
Promise.

MY NEIGHBOUR TOTORO
Saturday 21.00 (U) SBR

This acclaimed animated tale from Studio 
Ghibli follows sisters Satsuke and Mei, 
as they explore their new home, befriend 
playful spirits in the nearby forest, most 
notably the massive creature, Totoro.

WILLY WONKA & 
THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY
Sunday 21.00 (PG) SBR

A boy from a poor family dreams of 
finding one of five golden tickets hidden 
inside a chocolate bar which will admit 
him to the eccentric and reclusive Willy 
Wonka’s magical factory.

Woodland 
  Cinema

BEE-OLOGY
BUMBLEBEE MOVEMENT

Friday 18.00 
Saturday 11.30, 16.00 
Sunday 11.15, 14.15 SBR

Poppy is a professional juggler, amateur 
scientist and insect enthusiast. Her lush 
garden is buzzing with the exciting 
secrets and stories of bees.. but she 
needs your help to find them! Weaving 
together juggling, storytelling, dance, 
puppetry and a love of all things living, 
Bee-ology is a funny, heart-warming 
and interactive outdoor circus show for 
young people and their hives. Bee-ology 
carries an important message about our 
environment, our future and our deep 
connection with the life on our planet.

GENDER SWAPPED 
FAIRYTALES
Saturday 17.30 SBR

Princesses in shining armour. Kings 
longing for a child. Young men rewarded 
for seeing past the flaws of beastly 
princesses. Welcome to the binary busting 
world of Gender Swapped Fairy Tales. Co-
creators Karrie Fransman and Jonathan 
Plackett will be talking about how and why 
they made this special story book, and 
reading a few choice excerpts.

JUST SO HOUSE BAND
Saturday 14.30 
Sunday 9.45 MSN

It’s The Retrosettes! Their music has 
shared the silver screen with the likes 
of Michael Caine, Karvey & Jane Fonda 
and they have shared a stage with stars 
such as Simply Red. We can’t wait to 
be toe-tapping and shimmying to their 
wonderful tones. Plus catch them around 
the campfire!



LAUGHTER YOGA
JAY HERRING

Sat & Sun 13.30, 16.30 P, MSN

Come and explore the benefits of hearty 
chuckling and spontaneous laughter with 
Jay Herring.

AYURVEDA
EMINÉ & PAUL RUSHTON

Sat & Sun 14.30 P

Have fun massaging your own or your 
child’s feet with natural, grounding oils, 
while discovering how the moon, sun and 
wind not only affect the weather, but your 
own feelings too.

FAMILY YOGA
LYNNE EVANS

Sat & Sun 9.30, 11.30 P

All the family are welcome for some 
bendy, stretchy fun as we spend some 
time breathing, stretching, laughing and 
moving together.

PLANT HAPPINESS
STEM&CO

Sat & Sun 12.30

A talk from personal experience about the 
therapeutic nature of plants and how you 
can implement this in your life too. Will 
include a demonstration. 

THREAD EXCHANGE
Friday Drop-off until 19.00 
Sat & Sun until 19.00

We want your most treasured items, the 
ones you can’t bear to part with. Is it the 
dress you met your partner in, but can’t 
squeeze into any more, or that t-shirt your 
toddler wore that time they almost fell 
of the pier!? Bring your most memorable 
threads to the Thread Exchange tent on 
festival Friday with a hand written story 
and for each item of clothing you’ll be 
given a token — no story, no token! From 
Saturday onwards, you can swap your 
token for another beloved item.

CARDBOARD HARPS
MARY DUNSFORD

Sat & Sun 10.30 P

Red strings, blue strings, high strings, low 
strings – learn a tune, show some style 
and remember to keep your thumbs up!

GONG BATH
JAY HERRING

Sat & Sun 15.30 SBR

Lie down, close your eyes and let the waves 
of sound wash over you, taking your mind 
wherever it needs to go.

CUCKOO
JESS ROST
Behold - a bicycle powered cuckoo bird! 
An incredible creation forged in metal 
will appear from time to time.

BIRDS OF PARADISE
Meet some curious creatures that glow in 
the evening light — emus and cassowaries 
are known to roam the lands of Cloud 
Cuckoo of an evening.

ROLLER FLAMINGOS & 
DREAM ANTELOPE
You may come across a pair of flamingos 
on rollerskates (it’s a thing!) and the 
silent yet serene dream antelope.

BUBBLE HOUR
Bubbles big and little will be floating and 
popping and doing whatever else bubbles 
do. Thanks to Fairyglass.

THE JESTERS
ACROJOU
Mix and mingle with the enchanting and 
mischievous Jester acrobats as they skip, 
tumble, juggle and hula hoop.

NAUGHTY SHEEP!
They’re on the loose again! A herd of silly 
sheep are grazing across the festival, 
bleating and baa-ing at every turn. It’s 
pandemonium out there!

PEEKABOO PONCHO
ALISON BROWN
Peekaboo Poncho is a fun, immersive, 
dance and movement piece for babies 
and toddlers. Inspired by the game of 
peekaboo, hide and seek and various 
beloved childhood toys, Peekaboo 
Poncho is a visually stimulating and 
richly decorated object using fabric 
manipulation techniques.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Across the weekend QC

We want to create a snapshot of how 
you feel about the world. Suggest 
a slogan or phrase and it could 
be added to our field of hopeful 
placards.



CURIOUS INVESTIGATORS
ONE TENTH HUMAN

In New Curiosity Shop 
Sat & Sun 10.00, 16.00 P

Scribble and Clipboard have a job to do: 
sort the recycling. But Scribble keeps 
finding new things to investigate. When 
she discovers a mysterious egg hidden 
in the rubbish, our heroes need the 
audience’s help. Can we save a mysterious 
egg from a smashing? And what will we 
discover along the way?

 
 
MARVELLOUS MACHINES
ONE TENTH HUMAN & LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

In New Curiosity Shop 
Sat & Sun 10.45, 16.45 P

Inspired by One Tenth Human’s new 
adventure for families, “Curious 
Investigators”, join Dr Irene Wise and her 
team to solve the problem of a mysterious 
lost egg.  Create new ways to reuse familiar 
objects. Try tinkering and experimenting 
with simple machines to create your own 
Egg Returner Device. What will your 
imagination conjure up?

 
 
 
CONSTELLATION PUPPETS
Fri & Sun at 20.30, in the orchard 
Saturday from 21.30 SS

Watch four stunning illuminated puppet 
creations inspired by constellations dance 
across the orchard of the Observatory. 
Meet the hare Lepus, the swan Cygnus, the 
ram Aries and the leaping Pegasus.

MISSION TO MARS
WHIZZ POP BANG

In New Curiosity Shop 
Sat & Sun 12.00 P

The makers of award-winning children’s 
science magazine Whizz Pop Bang are 
here! They’ll be bringing you an action-
packed, hands-on Martian workshop, 
where you’ll get to explore one of our 
closest neighbours in space. 

MARC MAKES COMICS
In New Curiosity Shop 
Friday 16.00 
Saturday 14.30 P

Join cartoonist Marc Jackson for some 
furious felt pen fun and to learn the 
golden rule of cartooning ‘Nothing below 
the FISH!’.

MIDNIGHT FEAST
In the Starlight Bar 
Saturday 11.45 MSN

Space out at the 2021 Midnight Feast. 
Gorge yourself on space invaders and 
flying saucers as some cosmic level magic 
is woven by the masters of story, wit and 
song – Ian Douglas and David Gibb. Start 
persuading the grown-ups that you should 
be allowed to stay up round about now…

THE JUST SO BAKE-OFF
In the Starlight Bar 
Friday 18.15 P

Bring your best homemade cake (theme: 
Just So In Space) to the Starlight Bar on 
Friday before 6pm to enter. Our favourite 
cake will win its baker a family weekend 
ticket for Just So Festival 2022! All of 
the entries then make their way to our 
volunteer tent, as a special treat for that 
great gang who make the whole thing tick.

THE OBSERVATORY QUIZ
In New Curiosity Shop 
Saturday 18.00 P

Get ready to test your knowledge of all 
things astronomical, well kind of…

POETRY WORKSHOP 
MATT GOODFELLOW

In New Curiosity Shop 
Friday 15.00, 17.00 P

Try your hand at waxing lyrical in this 
poetry workshop with wordsmith, Matt 
Goodfellow.

INTO THE WILD
WORKSHOP WITH JESS BUTTERSWORTH

In New Curiosity Shop 
Sat & Sun 13.15 P

Join Jess Buttersworth as she talks about 
where to get ideas from, how to write 
great settings, and her new book ‘Into the 
Volcano’. 



PAPAGENO’S QUEST
CLONTER OPERA

Sat & Sun 9.30, 11.30 SS

Join Papageno on his quest to find a 
magpie feather for the Queen of the Night. 
Meet his friends Cinderella, Hansel and 
Gretel as well a a witch, Musetta and 
Carmen along the way. Learn a song, a 
dance and how to undo a witch’s spell and 
learn words sung in different languages.
Musical mishaps, tangled tales and a 
missing magpie! An interactive musical 
adventure created especially for Just So 
Festival by Clonter Opera Theatre.

RORY CHARLES
Friday 17.00 SBR

From Age of Glass, singer-guitarist Rory 
Charles takes to the Wonderland stage. 
His eyes close and his voice floats with 
every song he plays, a great way to spend 
the afternoon at the Wonderland stage.

A NEW LEAF
BRIAN ACTON

Friday 18.45 P

A New Leaf tells the story of an ancient 
woodland, which one spring, discovers 
a new leaf. But it takes a renegade 
Woodpecker to uncover the dark secret 
that the new leaves are plastic waste.

GUACAMAYA LATIN BAND
Friday 20.15 P

Guacamaya Latin Band was born in 
Manchester in 2015, formed by South 
American, British and Spanish musicians, 
who mix the best rhythms influences from 
each country - salsa, merengue, cumbia, 
latin and bossa nova, everything to get 
your hips moving.

THE SCREECHING BLUEJAYS
Friday 15.30 SS

Well rock me mama like a wagon wheel, 
it’s The Screeching Bluejays, a latterday 
Carter Family consisting of a dad and his 
three daughters playing a toe-tapping set 
of folk and Americana classics.

RIC BIRTILL
Saturday 13.15 SBR

Free-wheeling troubadour, Ric Birtill, 
brings his musical patchwork of off-kilter 
folk, punk and comedy to Just So. Think 
the irreverence of John Hegley with dress-
sense of an eighties new-wave frontman. 
Very, very curious indeed.

CALL ME UNIQUE
Saturday 14.45 SBR

Singer-songwriter and guitarist Call Me 
Unique infuses the sounds of jazz, soul, 
futurebeats, and scat-singing, her vibe 
truly is unique.

ANNA MCLUCKIE
Saturday 16.15 SBR

Singer/harpist hailing from Edinburgh, 
Anna McLuckie takes to the Wonderland 
stage to delight us with her beautiful harp 
playing.

MANCHESTER CHORO 
COLLECTIVE 
Saturday 18.30 SBR

Sylvie Heath and William Glaucio 
perform traditional Brazilian music in the 
vibrant, intricate style of choro!

SHUNYA
Saturday 20.00 SBR

Be prepared for virtuosic solos and a
style drawing from many corners of the 
musical world, Shunya has a reputation 
for superbly crafted live performances.

IORA
Sunday 13.15 SBR

IORA’s music is a combination of her 
own haunting arrangements, married 
with electronic samples and sounds. She 
tells stories, fascinating in their melodies 
and musical delivery, with a blend of folk 
tones.

DAVID GIBB
Sunday 14.45 SBR

He’s everywhere! Don’t forget to join David 
Gibb and friends at the Wonderland stage 
on Sunday.

CAOILFHIONN ROSE
Sunday 16.30 SBR

Caoilfhionn Rose (pronounced Keelin) 
is a singer, songwriter and producer 
emerging from a diverse music scene. 
She moves through a tapestry of curious 
musical inflections; with nods towards 
folk, jazz, ambient and electronica.

POLLY VIRR
Sunday 18.00 SBR

Cellist, Polly Virr, will play her original 
and improvised compositions taking 
listeners on a cinematic exploration of 
natural landscapes.

WOODLAND DJS

Fri 22.00 DJ Hiphoppapotamus 
Sat 22.00 Helen Thompson 
Sun 21.00 Lisa Shearman 
Sun 23.00 Sophie Sveinsson P

Dance the Friday night away with the 
happy hippo infusing afro-latino styles 
into his tastefully produced selections 
of breaks, house, jungle and hip-hop. 
Helen Thompson throws down some party 
classics on Saturday, then Lisa Shearman 
opens up the final night of the festival 
with XS Manchester’s Sophie Sveinsson 
plays the best tunes old and new. Bring 
your best moves!



NATURE MAKERS
Saturday 13.45 P

Nature Makers® provide nature inspired 
art and craft classes and events using eco-
friendly and vegan products. Join them for 
nature inspired arty fun!

BHANGRA TOTS
Sunday 11.30 P

Jump into the magical book and adventure 
with Sohan Kailey for an amazing music 
and dance adventure around the world! 
Sing along to Sohan’s album Let’s Naach 
(Let’s Dance) and Bhangra Rave!

RED HAND GANG
Friday 15.30 
Saturday 11.30 
Sunday 13.00 P

Come and create some brilliant hand 
print art. Get messy (or should we say very 
messy) and painty and splurge some art.

 

 
 

BABYWEARING DANCE CLASS
DANCE LIKE A MOTHER

Friday 14.30 
Sat & Sun 15.00 P

The award-winning babywearing dance 
class for parents and little ones aged 8 
weeks to 2 years. A chance to dance to 
tunes from Beyoncé to Lionel Richie, 
feel joy, connection and laughter, while 
holding your little one close. Yes they 
even often fall asleep! Carriers available 
and full support from their babywearing 
peer support & consultant trained team. 
Suitable from 8 weeks to 2 years (older 
children are also able to join in – we even 
have doll carriers, so bring your teddies).

BABY MASSAGE
Friday 17.30 
Saturday 18.00 P

Come and indulge your little one in a spot 
of massage.

 
 
PREGNANCY YOGA
Sat & Sun 16.00 P

Take time out for some yogic pampering, 
to feel nurtured and nourished. Learn 
some useful yogic tools to help you feel 
more comfortable and easeful during your 
time at the festival. Suitable from 14 weeks 
plus. Thanks to Janice Wong.

BABY YOGA
JANICE WONG

Sat & Sun 09.00 P

Bend, stretch and have lots of fun for you 
and your baby. Babies from 8 weeks to 
sitting up.

CLAY BABIES
EASTNOR POTTERY

Sat & Sun until 18.00 
Under 2s P

Enjoy clay in all its sumptuous joys with 
your little one.

 

 
HARP LULLABIES
Friday 18.30 
Saturday 19.00 
Sunday 18.00 SBR

Bring your tiny ones along in their 
pyjamas for bedtime lullabies to the 
sounds of Mary Dunsford’s beautiful harp.

BABY SIGN LANGUAGE
Saturday & Sunday 10.00 P

TinyTalk Baby Signing teach you how to 
sign at home with your baby (0-18 months) 
so they can communicate with you before 
they can talk.

TODDLER SIGN LANGUAGE
Saturday & Sunday 10.30 P

In TinyTalk’s Toddler Talking classes (18 
months to 3 years) they teach signs while 
also encouraging the development of 
speech. 
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From pasta to paella and churros to dahl chips - our 
tummies are rumbling just thinking about it.

V Vegetarian • Ve Vegan
GF Gluten Free • DF Dairy Free

Los Churros Amigos Ve

Simple Cakes & Coffee V
Earthworm Kitchen V Ve

Eats, Shoots & Leaves V Ve GF

Fish Bar V
Las Paelleras V Ve

Wrap It Up V Ve

Tin Shack V
Doughology V
The Jabberwocky V GF

Spaghetti Sisters V

 

Lickalix GF DF

Hyacinth’s Ice Cream V GF DF

Ginger’s Comfort Emporium V Ve GF DF

Streatza V Ve DF

Cocoa Caravan V
Dept. of Liquor & Social Affairs
Gita’s Bar
Tow Bar

Remember to grab your Just So 2021 
hoodie or t-shirt, available at the 

Info Tent at the festival. In different 
colours for both adults and kids!

THE GREEN TEAM
Come and visit our Green Team 

at the Green Team kiosk near 

the food and drink vendors 

in Footlights to talk all things 

Sustainability at Just So.



PRACTICALITIES
First things first, if you are 
coming, you need to have 
booked in advance and bring 
your tickets with you. There 
will be no tickets for sale at 
the gate so if you turn up 
without booking you will be 
turned away.

The car park will open at 
12 noon on Friday 20th 
August so that campers can 
arrive and get set up early. 
Wristband Exchange will also 
open at 12 noon. The gates 
into the festival will open at 
2pm. Please do not arrive 
any earlier than noon as we 
can’t let you in and you will 
be asked to move on, so could 
start your festival experience 
by driving round in circles 
while you wait! 

Campers are welcome to stay 
on site until 11am on Monday 
23rd August, but we do ask 
that you are packed up and 
ready to hit the road by then.

Day ticket holders can come 
in from 9am Saturday 21st 
August and Sunday 22nd 
August. You can stay as long 
as you like as long as you 
don’t stay overnight.

Nobody is permitted to sleep 
in the car park (in a tent, car, 
campervan or caravan).

Campervans and caravans 
will be turned away unless 

you have booked a live-in 
vehicle pass in advance.

Please try to keep the number 
of vehicles you bring to 
the festival to a minimum 
and help to reduce the 
impact of the festival on 
the environment and local 
communities.

GETTING HERE
The address for the festival 
for general audience and 
boutique camping this year 
is Cricket Ground Entrance, 
Rode Hall Estate, Scholar 
Green, Cheshire, ST7 3QT. 
Accessible Camping is a 
different communicated 
seperately.

ON ARRIVAL
On arrival, our stewards will 
direct you to a parking spot. 
Your ticket entitles you to free 
parking for the duration of 
the festival. Vehicles are left at 
your own risk. If you require 
an accessible parking spot 
please let us know in advance.

There will be no vehicles 
allowed past the car park and 
into the festival site. Vehicle 
movement is prohibited on 
site throughout the festival, 
to keep all festival-goers, 
especially the small ones, 
safe.

The camping area is around 

a 5 minute walk from the 
car park. We can’t guarantee 
that there will be volunteers 
available to help you carry 
your camping gear from the 
car park to the tent so you 
should plan to do this yourself 
and only bring what you can 
reasonably manage.

HAPPY CAMPERS
Camping is in the beautiful 
parkland of Rode Hall Estate, 
there are no allocated 
pitches. If you wish to camp 
with friends please try and 
arrive together or the first 
to arrive can head for the 
biggest space and save room 
for friends. There will not be 
enough room for gazebos and 
canopies, please be aware of 
your fellow campers’ needs 
too.

If families in tents want 
to camp with families in 
campervans or caravans 
that’s fine they can go in the 
campervan or caravan field 
but please pitch your tents 
sensibly and keep an eye 
on your children in case of 
moving vehicles.

WRISTBANDS
E-tickets will be exchanged for 
wristbands on arrival. Please 
visit Wristband Exchange at 
the festival entrance before 
trying to enter the site. 

Wristband Exchange will 
open at 12 noon on Friday 
so head there early to avoid 
queues at 2pm when the 
festival gates open. Parents, 
please write your mobile 
telephone number on your 
children’s wristbands straight 
away. There is good mobile 
phone coverage on site. Please 
keep your wristbands on for 
the duration of the festival, as 
we may ask to check them at 
any time. Once you have your 
wristbands you will be able to 
come and go from the site as 
you please.

GETTING AROUND THE 
SITE
The festival site isn’t huge, 
but might get too much for 
little legs. There is a hard-
standing path around the site, 
which will be fine for most 
pushchairs, wheelchairs and 
buggies (though off- road 
versions will be more nimble). 
Almost all of the areas are 
directly accessible with 
wheelchairs/pushchairs with 
the exception of some areas 
in the Spellbound Forest. We 
recommend a baby carrier/
sling to make sure that you 
don’t miss out on anything.

FOOD AND DRINK
You are very welcome to bring 
your own food and drink to 
the festival. Do not, however, 
bring any glass with you 
at all. Broken glass is very 
dangerous for kids and for 
animals who will be using the 

site and fields after the event.

You can bring your own 
alcohol to consume in the 
camping areas but it is strictly 
prohibited to bring alcohol 
out of the camping areas into 
the main festival site. There 
are licensed bars on-site 
and lots of food and drink 
vendors.

WASTE
If staying in the campsite, 
please aim to leave your 
camping spot as you found 
it, take everything home with 
you and leave all waste in the 
waste area provided. Please 
make a special effort to take 
all of your tent pegs with you 
as sheep live on these fields 
the rest of the year round.

To help reduce the amount 
of waste sent to landfill, you 
will find all our campsite 
waste collection points have 
separate bins for metals/
cans, paper/cardboard and 
plastic containers. Please 
take the time to separate your 
camping waste so we can 
ensure as much as possible 
can be sent for recycling. Bin 
bags are available to collect 
from any of the campsite 
waste collection points. Bins 
around site are also separated 
out into general waste and all 
recyclables, please make sure 
you use the correct bins.

WATER
Water is available from stand 
pipes around the site – this 

is drinking water but please 
don’t drink directly from the 
taps, bring a water bottle with 
you. You mustn’t use the stand 
pipes for washing yourselves 
or your pots.

COOKING AND FIRES
We absolutely love campfires, 
however we need to restrict 
them to the main campfire 
circle – our lovely friends at 
the Cheshire Fire Service 
have been very very clear on 
this! 

There are no fires allowed 
anywhere else on site, the 
same rules apply in the 
camping areas. Any bbq or 
cooking equipment must 
be raised off the floor by at 
least 15cm (6inch) to prevent 
fires and damage to the 
grass. If you are changing 
gas canisters for your cooker, 
please do so outside and some 
distance away from the tents. 

Also, and for safety reasons, 
please don’t use candles or 
lanterns containing candles 
in the camping areas.

Chinese lanterns are also 
banned as the wire within 
them is very dangerous 
to livestock and there are 
a number of power lines 
running above the site. 
Please be sensible and help 
us to keep the festival and 
surrounding countryside safe. 
Due to power cables you may 
not fly kites on the festival 
site.



TOILETS AND SHOWERS
There are toilets situated 
around the site and they are 
marked on the map. Your 
camping area may not be 
right next door to the loo, but 
should be no more than a 
five minute walk. The toilets 
are a mixture of portable 
loos, stand alone trailers with 
flushable loos and compost 
loos. If you notice that toilets 
have run out of loo paper or 
are getting a bit dirty then 
please let a steward know.

There are shower blocks 
with lovely hot water in the 
camping area. If you have 
tiny tots, please see below 
for details of baby bathtime. 
There is a sink area for pot 
washing near the showers 
as well as sinks for teeth 
brushing and washing.

BABIES AND TODDLERS
Lots of tiny tots are coming 
to the festival, and we are 
keen that their first festival 
is a pleasure for the whole 
family. You can find our lovely 
nappy-changing tent with 
mats, nappies and wipes in 
the Peekaboo area. 

This is also where you can 
find the baby-feeding area, so 
parents can relax and breast 
or bottle feed their babies in 
relative peace. Bottle and food 
warmers can be plugged in 
and used in the baby-feeding 
tent in Peekaboo where we’ll 
provide a bottle warmer or 
bring your own.

Every day, from 9am-12pm 
and then 4pm - 7pm, baby 
bathtime will take place in 
Peekaboo, with baby baths 
and bubbles. Please bring 
your own towel.

WORKSHOP BOOKINGS
Most activities do not need to 
be booked. Just turn up at the 
start or drop in, depending 
on what it is. If the session 
is already full, you might be 
asked to come back later.

THE CAMPFIRE
We love for our audience 
to spend time around the 
campfire through the evening 
until late. To keep everyone on 
site safe, we’ll be putting the 
campfire out at 1am, every 
night. Also, no campfires are 
allowed in the campsites.

CASHPOINTS
There will be no ATMs on site 
at Just So in 2021. All vendors 
will all take contactless 
payments. 

PHONE CHARGING
A phone charging service is 
available at the Information Tent 
at the main entrance. Please bring 
your own charger. We ask for a 
small donation for this service.

FIRST AID
We have first aid provision 
on site day and night. If you 
require first aid, please make 
your way to the first aid point 
at the main entrance. In an 
emergency, please alert one of 
the festival stewards who will 
radio for a medic to attend. 
Please do not call 999 as our 
medics will get to you much 
more quickly.

PHOTOGRAPHY ON-SITE
You may see our team 
of photographers and 
videographers on site 
recording the festival. If you 
would prefer not to feature 
in photos or video, please 
approach them and let them 
know.

SECURITY
The safety of our festival 
goers is always our top 
priority. We are working 
together with our security 
company and the authorities 
to put in place all necessary 
measures. Any additional 
information or advice will 
be communicated to ticket 
holders.

LOST CHILDREN
All children will be given 
a wristband on entry to 
the festival, with a space 
for a parent’s mobile 
telephone number. Please 
keep your phone with you. 
You can charge it up at the 

Information Tent.

We suggest that families with 
older children make clear 
plans as a family when they 
arrive at the festival, with 
an agreed meeting place if 
you lose each other. If your 
children cannot find you, 
show them what our festival 
stewards look like so that 
they know who to approach 
(look out for those wearing 
volunteer aprons).

Lost children will be cared for 
by the registered child carers 
and can play and have fun 
while they wait for you at the 
lost child point at the edge of 
the Roll Up Roll Up area.

Give your children the 
same advice you would if 
you were anywhere else: 
don’t go off with strangers 
or anyone without telling 
you first. Children are the 
responsibility of their parent 
or carer at all times.

LOST PROPERTY
Any lost property will be 
handed to the Information 
Tent. Please report anything 
missing there and go there 
to check if items have been 
handed in. After the festival, 
you can email us about any 
missing items at hello@
justsofestival.org.uk making 
sure the subject line reads 
LOST PROPERTY. The festival 
takes no responsibility for 
loss or damage to property 
incurred at the festival.

WHAT TO BRING
Some suggestions of what not 
to forget when camping with 
kids —

Sunscreen, waterproofs, 
wellies, sunhat, warm blankets 
– it will probably get cold at 
night, waterproof picnic rug, 
transportation – a buggy (with 
a raincover) or sling, first aid 
kit, nappies, anti-bacterial 
hand gel, bucket/travel potty 
– for midnight wees, torch, 
fancy dress.

WHAT NOT TO BRING
Any animals, glass, bikes, 
anything illegal, fireworks, 
kites, sound systems.

LOVE RODE HALL
We’re really happy in our 
home at Rode Hall Estate, we 
hope that we’ll be invited back 
for many years to come. Our 
aim is to leave no trace on the 
site and we’d be grateful if you 
would help us achieve this. 
This means putting your litter 
in the bin, and leaving your 
campsite just as you found it. 
Please take care not to wander 
into areas marked no entry 
and try not to disturb the 
wildlife on site.

FINALLY...
Everyone is going to get along 
famously, but Just So Festival 
reserves the right to eject 
anyone from the festival site 
if we deem your behaviour to 
be antisocial or inappropriate 

in any way. Children are the 
responsibility of their parent 
or guardian at all times.



We’re committed to ensuring a more accessible and 
enjoyable experience for disabled festival goers and 
those with specific requirements or additional needs. 
We are working closely with Attitude Is Everything 
to make this possible and are thrilled to have been 
awarded Gold on their Charter of Best Practice. 
Please let us know at the information tent if you are 
experiencing difficulties, we will do our utmost to help.

Accessible toilets are found at each toilet point on the 
map.

There is a charging point for wheelchair batteries and 
other access equipment avaialble 24hrs at the first aid 
point at the main entrance. This is also where you will 
find a fridge to store medicines – please ask a member 
of the first aid team.

There are facilities at the Accessible Camping area for 
charging. Please get in touch with stewards for more 
information. A hearing loop system is in place in the 
information tent and at wristband exchange.

We have an access manager who is available to help 
pre-event or on site. If you have any queries about 
accessibility drop the Access team a line on access@
wildrumpus.org.uk – or ask for the Access team on site 
at the Information Tent.

The Just So Festival is produced by Wild Rumpus CIC, a not-for-
profit family arts organisation established to take families on 
incredible outdoor creative adventures. Our aim is to minimise 
the potential negative impacts we have on the environment and to 
leave a positive contribution to the local community and economy.

In addition to the reusable cups scheme we adopted a few years 
ago and the work we have been doing with vendors to phase out 
single use plastics, in 2019 we introduced compost toilets - we 
know they aren’t everyone’s favourite thing but we are convinced 
it’s the right environmental decision. We’ve also introduced tin 
plates and real cutlery to our crew catering to eliminate paper 
plates and serveware, we’ve improved the food waste facilities and 
continue to source as much of our food locally as possible.

We all need to play our part and we appreciate your support in 
trying to make Just So as environmentally friendly as possible, so 
please leave packaging at home or take it home with you, bring 
your water bottles (the taps are all drinking water) and bring your 
coffee cups too.

We aim to be a fair employer, to pay fair wages and offer good 
working conditions and unlimited holidays. We try to work with 
other local organisations to positive effect. In previous years, we 
offered over 200 free tickets to local charities to use either to help 
raise money or to distribute to the people their charity supports. 
If you are connected to a local charity or organisation who would 
like to know more about how to get involved, then please drop us a 
line to hello@justsofestival.org.uk

Wild Rumpus is proud to be part of ecolibrium, a groundbreaking 
initiative which will turn almost 1.7 million festival travel miles 
into clean energy.



Just So Festival is organised by Wild 
Rumpus a small not for profit social 
enterprise based year round at The 
Forge, our woodland offices near Rode 
Hall Estate.

Wild Rumpus build breathtaking worlds, 
immersing families in incredible 
stories and moments of wonder. We 
deliver ground breaking arts events 
outdoors for families, which aim to 
inspire curiosity and leave a legacy of 
positive social, economic and cultural 
impact. We believe all families deserve 
access to the highest quality arts and 
so we invest in artists making work. 
We deliver a comprehensive volunteer 
programme and try to break down 
barriers for families who find it more 
difficult to participate. We also believe 
we have a responsibility to produce 
environmentally sustainable events 
which encourage a legacy of sustainable 
living.

Keep up to date with all of Wild Rumpus’ 
other events from theatrical adventures 
to one-off cultural and intimate 
experiences over at — wildrumpus.org.uk

THE LANTERNS AT CHESTER ZOO
Nov — Dec 2021

This Christmas, Chester Zoo is 
turning into a magical festive 
wonderland, full of animal-inspired 
illuminations and a sprinkling of 
snow!

THE PALACE OF STARDUST 
AT HAMPTON COURT PALACE
Dec 2021

Explore Hampton Court Palace after 
dark and experience an incredible 
immersive illuminated trail. Be 
enchanted and amazed by breath-
taking installations and delve into 
the secret story of the astronomical 
clock, glimpsing the very secrets of the 
universe!

HINTERLANDS FILM FESTIVAL
13-15 May 2022

Join us in Skipton for cinematic events 
that will make you reconsider the 
importance of the great outdoors in 
film.

TIMBER FESTIVAL
1/2/3 July 2022

Step into an incredible weekend 
festival of celebration, debate and 
reflection in the National Forest. 3 
days of music, forests, art, ideas.

— timberfestival.org.uk

Being a small outdoor festival taking 
place in the extensive grounds and 
expansive parkland of RodeHall means 
there is plenty of space for everyone to 
spread out and explore.

We are making every effort to 
ensure Just So is a wonderful festival 
experience for everyone and following 
guidelines to keep all our festival goers 
safe. Please use the facilities provided 
on site.

The safety measures we have in place 
include:

• Covid-19 lateral flow tests to be taken 
by attendees (over 5 years old) before 
arrival

• Increased number of toilets, showers, 
water points and sanitising stations

• Increased cleaning of shared 
resources

• Additional first aid capacity
• Increased number of campsite 

stewards to space groups out on 
arrival

• Removing sides from tented activity/
performance areas to increase 
ventilation

• Just So 2021 is a cashless festival site
• Covid-19 risk assessments in place 

for all contractors, programmers 
and traders attending the festival

• Procedures in place in case 
someone develops Covid-19 
symptoms on site.

For more info, head to:  
justsofestival.org.uk/2021faqs

WITHOUT WALLS
Just So Festival is a partner in Without Walls, 
working with festivals and artists and bringing 
fantastic outdoor arts to people across the UK. For 
funding, commissioning, partners and credits for 
the Without Walls shows: Strong Enough, Do What 
Yah Mamma Told Yah!, The Rascally Diner and 
What Happened to You? - visit:  
withoutwalls.uk.com



This is where we take a moment to thank those 
people who make Just So Festival happen. 
From the very beginning in 2010 we have 
always talked about the festival being more 
than the sum of its parts, but this past 18 
months has really thrown into stark relief how 
interconnected we all are. We have garnered 
so much strength from our incredible festival 
family and are so grateful to be surrounded by 
the most marvellously creative and supportive 
cohort of kindred spirits.  

From the performers and artists, too many 
to name but who turn up and help us to 
look at the world with more wonder in our 
eyes, to all of our food trucks and stalls, to 
the press and sponsors who have promoted 
the event, to the networks we’re part of; Big 
Imaginations; Without Walls; Association of 
Festival Organisers; Outdoor Arts UK and our 
peers across the arts and festival sector who 
we reach out to for advice and share learnings 
and best practice with - boy we’ve needed that 
advice this last year!

To our advisory board who are our critical 
friends and in particular our Chair David 
Agnew, the best friend a festival could wish for. 

To those funders like Arts Council England 
and Cheshire East Council who have read our 
application forms and have seen something 
worth backing.

All of the contractors and their staff 
particularly Phil and Ian who power us up 
and cheer us up; Steven Mewis Security (who 
helps us sleep more easily in our beds); those 
wonderful workhorses from Wicked Events 
Sue & James; Will from UK Loos; Nick the 
plumber; The TicketSellers and of course the 
indefatigable crew from the Stage Management 
Company. 

To all at Catered by Justin, how did we ever do 
this thing without you? They serve us up some 
bloody good food with humour and grace. 

The volunteers who WOW us every year with 
their phenomenal enthusiasm, their passions 
and talents, you are a wonder. And a whole 
host of brilliant freelance artists and makers 
who brighten up our world and some who feed 
our chickens too (Jess & Anna).

And of course the biggest THANK YOU to team 
Wild Rumpus who we are lucky enough to get 
to hang out with all year round. They hold us 
together through all our ridiculous adventures, 
and we love them to bits:

Ellie Nicholls, who has pulled together this 
beautiful programme; Aileen Ging, production 
manager extraordinaire, she really has kept 
this show on the road; Olivia Kehoe, Rory 
Clifford, Rhiannon Wood and Vicki Taylor, who 
tell our story far and wide with beautiful words 
and pictures; Katie Aldous, whose infectious 
enthusiasm and kindness has turned a group 
of volunteers into a family; Louis Malpass, Tom 
Fenwick, Daniel Smith and Cara Powell, who 
create the immersive environment we play 
in; Hayley Ashby, who builds us partnerships 
with like minded folk; Lissie Carlile, with her 
administrative finger on the pulse and to the 
newest members of our team Alana, Rose, 
Jasmine and Alex….what adventures await! 

Each August we get to camp out at the 
beautiful Rode Hall and turn it into our 
artistic playground for a weekend and we’re so 
grateful to the Wilbraham family for allowing 
us to lay our hats here for a few days, all the 
team at Rode and our neighbours on the Estate 
for tolerating us, especially the Coopers, we 
know all too well how lucky we are to have 
them around.

And at the heart of it all there’s the 
extraordinarily brilliant Geoff Bird, who has 
been banging our drum since that very first 
ramshackle Wild Rumpus parade in 2010.

Thank you so much, all of you. Love R&S x
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